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Large Print Best-sellers/Best-selling Authors — Fiction   
Baldacci, David            The Forgotten 
Army Special Agent John Puller is the best there is. A combat veteran, Puller is the man the U.S. Army 
relies on to investigate the toughest crimes. His newest case is personal: His aunt has been found dead in 
Paradise, Florida. A picture-perfect town on Florida's Gulf Coast, Paradise thrives on the wealthy tourists 
and retirees drawn to its gorgeous weather and beaches. The local police have ruled his aunt's death an 
unfortunate, tragic accident, but just before she died, she mailed a letter to Puller's father, telling him that 
beneath its beautiful veneer, Paradise is not all it seems to be. What Puller finds convinces him that his 
aunt's death was no accident and that the palm trees and sandy beaches of Paradise may hide a 
conspiracy so shocking, that some will go to unthinkable lengths to make sure the truth is never revealed 

 
Clark, Mary Jane              Footprints in the Sand 
It's the dead of winter and struggling actress and wedding-cake decorator Piper Donovan is thrilled to be in 
warm and romantic Sarasota, Florida, enjoying the powdery white beaches, soothing seas, and golden 
sunsets over the Gulf of Mexico. She and her family are there to celebrate her beloved cousin's wedding. 
Not only is Piper creating the sugar-sand-dollar-festooned wedding cake, she's also the maid of honor. 
When a bridesmaid mysteriously disappears, a kindly neighbor's car is run off the road, and then a body is 
found on the beach where the wedding will take place, it falls to Piper to unmask a killer. Could it be the 
wedding planner with something to hide? The best man, an ex–drug dealer with lecherous eyes and roving 
hands? What about her cousin's future stepfather — or even the bridegroom himself? As Piper gets close 
to figuring out who's guilty, the cunning killer has already set his sights on Piper as his next victim. 

 
Cornwell, Bernard                   1356 
In Cornwell’s latest, the most notable English victory of the Hundred Years' War turns on the possession of 
the sword Jesus bade Peter sheathe in the garden of Gethsemane. In 1356, English archer Sir Thomas of 
Hookton, called the Bastard by his enemies, leads a band of ruthless mercenaries in France. When the 
French hear of the existence of the sword of Saint Peter, “another Excalibur,” they must possess it for its 
legendary mystical powers. Thomas is ordered by his lord, earl of Northampton, to find the sword first and 
begins, with his men, a perilous journey of raiding and plundering across southern France, fighting brutal 
warlords, cunning churchmen, and French and Scottish knights who vow to kill Thomas for reasons that 
have nothing to do with the sword. With surprising results, Thomas and his men reach the decisive Battle 
of Poitiers, a vicious melee that killed thousands, unseated a king, and forced a devastating and short 
peace on a land ravaged by warfare.  
 
Evanovich, Janet & Kelly, Dorien          The Husband List 
New York City in 1894 is a beautifully gilded cage for American heiress Caroline Maxwell. Love, respect, 
and independence of mind are essential to her dream of a happy future, but they have no place in her 
mother's single-minded pursuit of a prestigious match for Caroline. Wealthy but without status, Jack 
Culhane has finally noticed Caroline as more than the sister of his friend, but he finds himself up against 
establishment snobbery, a titled Englishman, and his own reluctance to wed. When a rival threatens for 
Caroline, the pair must work against society or a life together could be lost. 
 
Flynn, Vince             The Last Man 
The four dead guards didn’t concern Mitch Rapp as much as the absence of the man they’d been paid to 
protect. Joe Rickman wasn’t just another foot soldier. For the last eight years Rickman had run the CIA’s 
clandestine operations in Afghanistan. It was a murky job that involved working with virtually every 
disreputable figure in the Islamic Republic. More than a quarter billion dollars in cash had passed through 
Rickman’s hands during his tenure, and no one with a shred of sense wanted to know the details of how 
the money had been spent. At first glance it looks as if Rickman has been kidnapped, but Rapp knows 
certain things about his old friend that cause him to wonder if something more disturbing isn’t afoot. Irene 
Kennedy, the director of the CIA, has ordered Rapp to find Rickman at all costs. Rapp must navigate the 



ever-shifting landscape of Afghanistan as the Taliban, Iranians, Pakistanis and Russians all plot to claim 
their piece of the war torn state. With Afghanistan crumbling around him, Rapp must be as ruthless as his 
enemies and as deceitful as people in his own government if he has any hopes of completing his mission. 

 
Garlock, Dorothy               By Starlight 
Struggling through the Great Depression in Montana, Maddy Aldridge agrees to run an illegal speakeasy in 
order to save her family's mercantile store. Keeping her dangerous new business partner at arm's length is 
no easy task, but she faces her biggest test when Jack Rucker unexpectedly comes home. He left town 
seven years ago, breaking his promise — and her heart — when he didn't return so they could marry. Now 
Jack is willing to do anything to earn her forgiveness — anything except reveal: he's a Prohibition agent on 
an undercover assignment. How far are Maddy and Jack willing to go to keep their secrets? What happens 
when the truth finally comes out? With violence threatening to shatter their world, they have only one 
chance to rekindle their love and trust for each other, and only one chance to claim a future together. 

 
Garwood, Julie                  Sweet Talk 
When FBI agent Grayson Kincaid first encounters Olivia MacKenzie, she makes quite an impression. 
Unwittingly, the beautiful, tough attorney stumbled into the middle of a sting operation and reduced it to 
chaos. Months of surveillance and careful planning down the drain, Kincaid’s partner is furious and lets 
Olivia know, she’s ticked off the FBI. Olivia isn’t intimidated because she’s something even scarier. She’s 
IRS. On the trail of an elaborate Ponzi scheme, when she asks questions of the wrong people, her life is in 
danger. She’s accustomed to fighting for the underdog but being vulnerable herself is a very different story . 
When danger again throws Olivia into the orbit of the magnetic Kincaid, she is forced to deal with a, 
passionate attraction that is far more threatening to her peace of mind than the villain who wants her dead. 
 
Gerritsen, Tess                  Last to Die 
For the second time in his short life, Teddy Clock has survived a massacre. When he was 12, he barely 
escaped when his entire family was slaughtered. Now, at 14, in a hideous echo of the past, Teddy is the 
lone survivor of his foster family’s mass murder. Orphaned once more, the traumatized teenager has 
nowhere to turn — until the Boston PD puts detective Jane Rizzoli on the case. Determined to protect this 
young man, Jane discovers that what seemed like a coincidence is instead just one horrifying part of a 
relentless killer’s merciless mission. Jane spirits Teddy to the exclusive Evensong boarding school, a 
sanctuary where young victims of violent crime learn the secrets and skills of survival in a dangerous world. 
But even behind locked gates, and surrounded by acres of sheltering Maine wilderness, Jane fears that 
Evensong’s mysterious benefactors aren’t the only ones watching. And when she meets two students 
whose tragic pasts bear a shocking resemblance to Teddy’s, it becomes chillingly clear that a circling 
predator has more than one victim in mind. 

 
Grafton, Sue            V is for Vengeance 
Private detective Kinsey Millhone feels a bit out of place in Nordstrom’s lingerie department, but she’s 
entirely in her element when she puts a stop to a brazen shoplifting spree. Afterward, she nearly gets run 
over in the parking lot by one of the fleeing thieves, and later learns, the one who didn’t get away has been 
found dead in an apparent suicide. Audrey Vance’s grieving fiancé suspects murder and hires Kinsey to 
investigate. It’s a case that will reveal a big story behind a small crime, and lead her into a web that 
connects a shadowy “private banker,” an angry trophy wife, a spoiled kid with a spiraling addiction, and a 
brutal killer without a conscience. 
 
Grippando, James             Blood Money 
In Grippando’s latest, the nation is obsessed with Sydney Bennett, a nightclub waitress and good-time girl 
accused of murdering her two-year-old daughter for cramping her party life. When he had agreed to defend 
Sydney, Miami criminal defense attorney Jack Swyteck knew he'd be taking on the toughest, most 
controversial case of his career. Millions of "TV jurors" have convicted Sydney in the court of public 



opinion, so when the shocking verdict of not guilty is announced, citizens across the country are outraged. 
Jack is bombarded by the fallout: angry, profanity-laced phone calls and outright threats. Media-fed rumors 
of "blood money." purported seven-figure book and movie deals. ratchet up the hysteria, putting Jack's 
client and everyone around her at risk. On the night of Sydney's release, an angry mob outside the jail has 
gathered to serve its own justice. In the frenzy, an innocent young woman bearing a striking resemblance 
to the reviled Sydney ends up in a coma. While the media blame Jack and his defense team, the victim's 
parents reach out to him, requesting his help. They don't believe the attack was the result of random mob 
violence. Searching for the truth about what happened, Jack makes a frightening discovery. Larger and 
much more powerful forces are working in the shadows, and what happened outside the jail is a symptom 
of an evil that infected the show-stopping trial and media-spun phenomenon of Sydney Bennett. 

 
Gupta, Sanjay M.D.             Monday Mornings 
In the high-stakes profession of neurosurgery, the bigger you are, the harder you fall. At the Chelsea 
General Hospital, Dr. Ty Wilson is suffering from a serious crisis in confidence after a child dies during an 
operation. His medical colleagues include George Villanueva, a hulking former NFL player turned ER 
doctor, and Tina Ridgeway, a meticulous neurosurgeon whose home life is a mess. For quirkiness, there's 
a patient who undergoes surgery for bleeding cerebral aneurysms and develops an unusual postoperative 
mania for sketching human ears. For irony, the perfectionist head of surgery makes a jumbo mistake, and 
a middle-aged Korean neurosurgeon is afflicted with a deadly brain tumor. Despite their flaws, these 
physicians possess extremely high empathy quotients. They make clinical and personal blunders, yet 
some attain redemption, and nearly all experience epiphanies. 

 
Higgins, Jack              A Devil is Waiting 
In Higgins’ latest, Sean Dillon, the former IRA member and mercenary is now working as a globetrotting 
problem solver for the British government. When the U.S. president plans to make a scheduled visit to 
London, “Al Qaeda’s most important leader in London,” Ali Selim, issues a public statement declaring open 
season on the president. Can Dillon and his colleagues, former assassin Daniel Holley and Sara Gideon, 
stop an assassination plot when they don’t even know the identity of the plotter? 

 
Isaacs, Susan          Goldberg Variations 
As mortality grips Gloria Goldberg Garrison in its greedy claws, the octogenarian self-made entrepreneur 
behind Glory Inc. must decide who among her grandchildren will inherit the reins of her multimillion-dollar 
beauty-makeover empire. Imperially summoning the three twenty-somethings away from their rich lives 
and rewarding careers in Manhattan to her palatial home and corporate headquarters in Santa Fe, Gloria 
plans a grueling get-to-know-you weekend, at the end of which one candidate will emerge victorious. And 
although this may be the plot of every reality-TV show on the air, Gloria is the one who ends up being 
surprised: neither Matt, his sister, Daisy, nor their cousin Raquel has any interest in anything to do with the 
selfish grandmother, who rejected them and their parents years earlier. Isaacs’ whip-smart, shrewdly 
scathing, and spirited portrait of a malevolent matriarch worthy of King Lear and her coterie of too-good-to-
be-true grandchildren is both a saucy satire and a redemptive study of the indelible bonds of families. 

 
Johansen, Iris                What Doesn’t Kill You 
Catherine Ling is brilliant, gorgeous, and deadly, so it's a really good thing she's on the CIA's payroll. The 
daughter of a Russian prostitute who practiced her trade in Hong Kong, Catherine was left homeless and 
alone as a small child. Ling spent her childhood learning how to steal to put food on the table and defend 
herself from the hoodlums that roamed the city's streets. In the process, she became a martial-arts expert 
and a genius in trafficking information — traits that brought her to the attention of an extraordinary chemist 
named Hu Chang. After saving Hu Chang's life when she was only 14, Hu Chang became Catherine’s 
mentor. When the CIA rescues him from an evil manipulator out to abuse his talents, Hu Chang disappears 
taking with him his secret formula to what is possibly the world’s most lethal, undetectable poison. Only 
one person can lure Chang out of hiding: headstrong Ling. Though the contrary Ling prefers to work 



independently, CIA chief Venable assigns yet another man from her past as her partner, and John Gallo’s 
seductive presence may prove to be more of a distraction than Ling can handle. As the elusive Chang slips 
in and out of Ling’s grasp, the monstrous John Nardik pursues them both, hoping to secure Chang’s poison 
for a diabolical assassination attempt against a charismatic U.S. presidential candidate. 

 
Jonasson, Jonas          The 100-Year-Old Man who Climbed Out the Window … 
After a long, eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in a nursing home, believing it to be his last stop. The 
only problem is, he's still in good health, and in one day, he turns 100. A big celebration is in the works, but 
Allan isn't interested, so he decides to escape. He climbs out the window in his slippers and embarks on a 
hilarious and entirely unexpected journey, involving, among other surprises, a suitcase stuffed with cash, 
some unpleasant criminals, a friendly hot-dog stand operator, and an elephant. It would be the adventure 
of a lifetime for anyone else, but Allan has a larger-than-life story: Not only has he witnessed some of the 
most important events of the last century, but he has actually played a key role in them. Starting out in 
munitions as a boy, he somehow found himself involved in many of the key explosions of the 20th century 
as he traveled the world, sharing meals and more with everyone from Stalin, Churchill, and Truman to 
Mao, Franco, and de Gaulle. Quirky and utterly unique, this book has charmed readers across the globe. 

 
King, Laurie R.                 Garment of Shadows 
In a strange room in Morocco, Sherlock Holmes’ wife Mary Russell is trying to solve a pressing mystery: 
Who am I? It’s 1924, and she has awakened with amnesia, blood on her hands, and soldiers pounding on 
the door. Out in the hive-like streets, she discovers herself strangely adept in the skills of the underworld, 
escaping through alleys and rooftops, picking pockets and locks. She is clothed like a man, and armed only 
with her wits and a scrap of paper containing a mysterious Arabic phrase. Meanwhile, Holmes is pulled by 
two old friends into the growing war between France, Spain, and the Rif Revolt led by Emir Abd el -Krim — 
who may be a power mad tribesman. The shadows of war are drawing over the ancient city of Fez, and 
Holmes badly wants the wisdom of his wife, whom he’s learned, to his horror, has gone missing. As 
Holmes searches for her, and Russell searches for herself, each tries to crack deadly parallel puzzles 
before it’s too late for them, for Africa, and for the peace of Europe. 
 

Meltzer, Brad             The Fifth Assassin 
From John Wilkes Booth to Lee Harvey Oswald, there have been more than two dozen assassination 
attempts on the President of the United States. Four have been successful. But now, Beecher White at the 
National Archives discovers a killer in Washington, D.C., who's meticulously re-creating the crimes of these 
men. Historians have branded them as four lone wolves, but what if they were wrong? Beecher is about to 
discover the truth: that during the course of a hundred years, all four assassins were secretly working 
together. What was their purpose? And why are they planning to kill the current President? Beecher's 
about to find out, and terrifyingly, he's about to come face-to-face with the fifth assassin. 

 
Preston, Douglas & Child, Lincoln            Two Graves 
Preston and Child's high-adrenaline thriller featuring maverick FBI agent Aloysius Pendergast wraps up the 
trilogy that began with 2010's “Fever Dream” and continued with 2011's “Cold Vengeance.” Just as 
Pendergast is reunited one evening in Manhattan's Central Park with his beloved wife, Helen, who he 
thought died 12 years earlier, Helen falls victim to a gang of well-organized kidnappers. Despite 
Pendergast's impressive combination of brains and brawn, his efforts to rescue Helen don't play out as he 
anticipated. Meanwhile, a serial murderer dubbed the Hotel Killer has been targeting guests of Manhattan 
hotels, mutilating his victims and leaving behind a piece of his own body to taunt the NYPD. 

 
Roberts, Nora               The Perfect Hope 
Betrayed, emotionally drained, and finished with the Washington, DC, lifestyle, Hope Beaumont has sworn 
off love and found her niche on the slopes of Maryland's Blue Ridge Mountains as the innkeeper for 
Boonsboro's recently renovated hotel. Surrounded by friends, immersed in her job, and even comfortable 



with Lizzy, the inn's resident ghost, Hope is content — except for her inexplicable attraction to prickly, 
macho Ryder Montgomery. But when confrontations with her former fiancé and his insolent wife put Hope 
on edge and Ryder on the move, the action heats up, and sparks begin to fly. An infusion of local history 
and a dusting of magic add layers of charm to this engaging contemporary romance that bubbles over with 
likable characters (family matriarch Justine Montgomery is a standout) and is sure to leave readers smiling. 

 

Rollins, James              The Blood Gospel 
When an earthquake in Masada, Israel, kills hundreds and reveals a tomb buried in the heart of the 
mountain, a trio of investigators: Sergeant Jordan Stone, a military forensic expert; Father Rhun Korza, a 
Vatican priest; and Dr. Erin Granger, a brilliant but disillusioned archaeologist are sent to explore a 
macabre discovery — a subterranean temple holding the crucified body of a mummified girl. But a brutal 
attack at the site thrusts the three into a race to recover what was once preserved in the tomb's 
sarcophagus: a book rumored to have been written by Christ's own hand. The enemy who hounds them is 
a force of ancient evil directed by a leader of impossible cunning. The trio must confront a past that traces 
back thousands of years, to a time when ungodly beasts hunted the dark spaces of the world, to a moment 
in history when Christ made a miraculous offer, a pact of salvation for those who were damned for eternity. 
Here is a novel that is explosive in its revelation of a secret history. Why do Catholic priests wear pectoral 
crosses? Why are they sworn to celibacy? Why do the monks hide their countenances under hoods? And 
why does Catholicism insist that the consecration of wine during Mass results in its transformation to 
Christ's own blood? The answers to all go back to a secret sect within the Vatican, whose very existence 
was painted for all to see by Rembrandt himself, a shadowy order known simply as the Sanguines. 

 
Shreve, Susan Richards            You are the Love of my Life 
Lucy Painter's love for unreliable men has resulted in a life built on shame and secrets, until a crisis 
involving her own daughter cracks her mold. A conspiracy of silence, matched by the Watergate-hearings 
background, enfolds Shreve's latest family drama that opens with 12-year-old Lucy Baldwin discovering her 
father's suicide. Instructed by her mother never to speak of their shame, Lucy has spent subsequent years 
not dealing with the trauma. Now, a winsomely eccentric children’s book illustrator known for her quirky 
characters, Painter leads an avant-garde life, even by the freewheeling standards of New York in the early 
1970s. She is the mother of Maggie and Felix, fathered by her much-loved and much-married editor, 
Reuben Frank, who has often talked of leaving his wife but never has. Finally, Lucy and the children, Felix 
and Maggie, have relocated to D.C., to the same house where her father died. Felix takes the move well; 
Maggie however is becoming infuriated by her mother's secrecy and wants to know the identity of her 
father. Across the road lives another mother with a secret, Zee Mallory, who craves Maggie as the 
daughter she never had. As Maggie falls under Zee's spell, Lucy is finally forced to act and speak. 

 
Sloan, Robin             Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore 
When Clay Jannon, a jobless website designer, applies to work the night shift at Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour 
Bookstore, he must promise not to open any of the volumes shelved in the dimly lit, way-back stacks that 
stretch to the ceiling. These titles are only for members of a book club, who arrive periodically in the wee, 
small hours to trade one obscure manuscript for another. But it doesn’t take long before boredom — and 
curiosity — gets the better of Clay. Between occasional customers, he designs a 3-D virtual replica of the 
store on his laptop and discovers a pattern to the borrowing and more questions than answers when he 
finally cracks one of the dusty tomes. Sloan has crafted a delightful modern-day fantasy with a Silicon 
Valley entrepreneur, a Google employee, and a book clerk. Even non-geeks will appreciate the 
technological wizardry used by Clay and his sidekicks as they jet from San Francisco to New York in an 
attempt to unlock the secret message encrypted in a mysterious pattern of codes. With irresistible brio and 
intelligence, Sloan has crafted a literary adventure story for the 21st-century. As Clay and company unravel 
the puzzles of Mr. Penumbra's book shop, the story turns into a sort of nerdy heist, with real-life gadgets, 
secret societies, and a lot of things to say about the past, present, and future of reading. 
 



White, Randy Wayne                  Gone 
Fishing guide Hannah Smith is the latest in several generations of strong, no-nonsense Florida women 
who live life on their own terms. Smith, who has inherited a PI agency from her uncle, feels her ancestors’ 
rugged individualism in her bones but has been unable to let it rise to the surface until she agrees to help a 
client search for his missing niece. The case gives her the chance to find her game, tracking and ultimately 
confronting a sociopath who specializes in seducing rich, timid women and divesting them of their fortunes 
before tossing them aside, dead or barely living. Hannah is a perplexing mix of timidity and strength, and 
must confront multiple personal demons to follow her own intuition, and she does so with grace and savvy. 

 
Wolf, Dick               The Intercept 
Wolf, the master storyteller behind NBC's four Law and Order series, makes his print fiction debut with this 
gripping thriller. Just three days before the dedication of the new Freedom Tower on July 4, five 
passengers and a flight attendant on an incoming transatlantic flight prevent Awaan Abdulraheem, a fellow 
passenger, from hijacking the plane. However, Jeremy Fisk, the leading detective from the NYPD's well-
funded Intelligence Division, and his assistant, Kirsten Gersten, soon suspect that this lightweight Yemeni 
terrorist purposively diverted their attention from another passenger, Saudi art dealer Baada Bin-Hezam, 
who deplaned and disappeared into Manhattan to orchestrate a new attack. With only 36 hours remaining 
before the ceremony, and with both President Barack Obama and former President George W. Bush due 
in town for the dedication, the stakes couldn’t be higher as Fisk and Gersten conduct a citywide manhunt. 

 
Woods, Stuart           Unnatural Acts 
When Stone Barrington crosses paths with a fetching Broadway actress, he gets a little more deeply 
involved than expected. When his new lady love turns out to be a lady with a shady past, Stone and 
downtown cop Dino Bacchetti realize that her beauty may have an unusually high price. Then, when a 
hedge fund billionaire hires Stone Barrington to talk some sense into his wayward son, it seems like an 
easy enough job; no one knows the hidden sins and temptations of the ultra-wealthy better than Stone. But 
as Stone probes deeper into the case — and an old one comes back to haunt him — he realizes that he 
may have underestimated just how far some people will go to cover up their crimes and commit new ones. 

 
Large Print — Nonfiction 
Agus, David B.              The End of Illness 
Oncologist Agus advocates for a new model of health that combines holistic medicine with the latest 
technology and evidence-based recommendations, grounded in the practice of "honoring the body as the 
exceedingly complex system that it is." He addresses three areas: assessing individual health, which 
requires partnering with one's doctor and understanding the role of genes and other health factors; 
improving health (he covers nutrition, inflammation, and exercise); and benefiting from the emerging era of 
personalized medicine. Some of his recommendations are expected (eat better, move more), but some 
challenge popular wisdom. Agus communicates scientific concepts clearly and distills each chapter with a 
key point or concrete action that readers can take to improve their health. 

 
Batterson, Mark                The Circle Maker 
In his latest book, Washington, D.C., area pastor Batterson says his method of talking to God “has the 
power to revolutionize the way you pray.” Beginning with the Jewish legend of Honi, who drew a circle 
around himself and prayed for rain, Batterson examines the answered prayers of several “circle makers.” 
The circle metaphor is applied loosely throughout the book (e.g., walking in prayer circles, praying in a 
group, praying repeatedly for a concern), making it accessible in multiple situations.  

 
Bender, Walter          Learning to Change the World 
UNESCO estimates that 11% of primary school–aged children, (72 million worldwide), are not enrolled in 
or attending school. Children who do attend may find themselves in schools that lack adequate space, 
facilities, or resources — impossible situations for learning. It is against this backdrop of profound need that 



One Laptop per Child (OLPC) organization emerged in 2005. Its mission is to “empower the children of 
developing countries to learn.” They created the first affordable netbook specifically built to withstand harsh 
climates and handling by young children. At the 2005 World Economic Forum, Nicholas Negroponte, the 
MIT researcher who co-founded OLPC, introduced this laptop to the world and described a new approach 
to changing education in developing countries. First, children must have access to information (through 
low-cost data communications) and the tools to educate themselves (affordable computers and learning 
software). Secondly, the fundamental approach to education must shift from passive knowledge acquisition 
to active construction of knowledge (learning how to learn). Thirdly, OLPC planned to build an organization 
with the capability to deliver these computers and support these shifts globally. It was an audacious vision 
of how to bring about a massive educational change. Here, the authors set out to tell the story of their 
journey — both successes and failures. This is a story that will resonate with ardent supporters and critics 
alike, as OLPC is an example of a non-profit organization with aspirations for systemic change on a global 
scale. For both, this book presents both an invitation and a challenge.     
 
Bennett, Tony                Life is a Gift 
Legendary singer Bennett has been one of the world's most beloved entertainers for more than six 
decades. From the LP to the digital age, decade after decade, this artistic icon — who has won 17 
Grammys, sung for 10 presidents, and performed for royalty — has refused to compromise his vision or 
values. In this thoughtful memoir, a collection of soulful reflections from his life and career, Bennett shares 
stories of friends and family and the lessons they have taught him: of the value of hard work and creating 
art that continues to inspire; of perseverance and a dedication to excellence; of the necessity of humility, 
love, respect, and, most important, gratitude. Bennett cherishes the passion and insatiable thirst for 
knowledge that have shaped his life and made each day a journey of discovery. He pays tribute to all the 
remarkable talents he has had the honor to work with and to learn from, including Luciano Pavarotti, Judy 
Garland, Cary Grant, Fred Astaire, Count Basie, Louis Armstrong, Aretha Franklin, Barbra Streisand, Paul 
McCartney, Amy Winehouse, Willie Nelson, Lady Gaga, David Hockney, and k.d. lang, to name just a few. 

 
Brewster, Hugh                Gilded Lives, Fatal Voyage 
This work unabashedly focuses on the Titanic’s first-class passengers whose lives were the most carefully 
documented. Among these were Lady Duff Gordon; the artist Francis D. Millet; the U.S. presidential 
military adviser Archibald Butt; the wealthiest man in America, John Jacob Astor IV, and his second wife, 
Madeleine; the English journalist W.T. Stead; and the prominent Philadelphia families the Thayers, the 
Wideners, and the Carters. Brewster clarifies the complex relationships among these wealthy, privileged, 
famous, and titled folks, many of whom had known one another in business or social capacities for years. 
He is also careful to explain that some made their fortunes through hard work, not inheritance. Through 
their lives, we gain insight into the arts, politics, culture, and sexual mores of a world both distant and near 
to our own. And with them, we gather on the Titanic’s sloping deck on that cold, night and observe their all-
too-human reactions as the disaster unfolds. More than ever, we ask ourselves, “What would we have 
done?” This is an excellent resource for anyone interested in the social history of the early 20th century. 

 
Burroughs, Augusten          This is How: Help for the Self 
Burroughs playfully shares his hard-won insights in a book that is the antidote to the "just be positive" 
approach to life. Not a memoir, it reads more like a conversation with a close friend about truthfulness and 
authenticity, figuring things out and being hopeful, starting from where one is and learning to listen to one ’s 
intuition. Each short chapter explores a different topic: shame, despair, loss, body issues, hardship. 
Grounded in the understanding that life is a messy business; this best-selling author’s book overflows with 
moments that are both wonderful and difficult. It is hard to know what to do with anger, pain, and 
obsession, Burroughs acknowledges, but he offers: learn to live with it, to transform it, to move forward. 
This entire collection is about how to create a life from the circumstances of the present moment. 

 
 



Carlin, Peter Ames                 Bruce 
For this authorized biography of anthemic rocker Bruce Springsteen, music critic and fan Carlin was able to 
obtain interviews with many of the musician’s closest friends and relatives. His access to, among others, 
Springsteen’s mother, sisters, early bandmates, and high-school pals makes for an unusually intimate 
portrait. Carlin provides detailed accounts of the Bruce’s personal and professional life, from his lower-
working-class childhood in Freehold, New Jersey, to his social invisibility in high school, to his local and 
then regional popularity, and then worldwide stardom. Along the way, Springsteen battled depression, 
which also afflicted his father; eschewed drugs and alcohol; juggled numerous romantic entanglements; 
and worked tirelessly on his music and his stage presence, morphing from a shy loner to a mesmerizing 
performer of hours-long concerts. Like many highly creative people, he was fairly ruthless about allowing 
his music to dictate his direction, which sometimes led to dissension within the E-Street Band. Springsteen, 

with a career that includes 20 Grammy Awards, more than 120 million albums sold, two 

Golden Globes, and an Academy Award, emerges from these pages as a hard worker and a 
painstaking musician who has never forgotten his working-class roots. 

 
Danza, Tony           I’d Like to Apologize to Every Teacher I Ever Had 
Approaching 60, with a canceled television series and a troubled marriage, actor Danza was unsure of the 
next step in his life. Inspired by a documentary on Teach for America, Danza (who holds a degree in 
history education) found himself in a Philadelphia high school, teaching a 10th-grade English class that was 
also being filmed as a reality show/documentary. His book covers one school year, alternating life-in-the-
classroom chapters with ones that look behind the scenes on teaching and the author's experiences. The 
kids in his classroom seem to fit every stereotype of modern students, but the earnestness with which 
Danza approaches his year in high school is engaging. Throughout, the reader learns about Danza's 
commitment via his attempts to reach each student and to help them work through anger, parental 
problems, and social upheavals in this endearing memoir.  

 
Edwards, Lisa J.            A Dog Named Boo 
The last thing Lisa Edwards needed was a new dog. But when she came across an abandoned litter on 
Halloween, her heart went out to the runt who walked into walls and couldn't steady his feet. Lisa, healing 
from past abuse and battling constant pain from a medical condition, saw a bit of herself in Boo. And when 
he snuggled, helpless, against her, she knew he was meant to be hers. The dunce of obedience class with 
poor eyesight and a clumsy gait, Boo was the least likely of heroes. Yet with his unflappable spirit and 
boundless love, Boo has changed countless lives through his work as a therapy dog — helping a mute six-
year-old boy to speak, coaxing movement from a paralyzed girl, and stirring life in a 94-year-old nun with 
Alzheimer's. But perhaps Boo's greatest miracle is the way he transformed Lisa's life, giving her the 
greatest gift of all: faith in herself. This is the inspiring story of how one woman and one dog rescued each 
other. More than that, it is a moving tribute to hope and the transformative power of unconditional love 
. 

Giffords, Gabrielle & Kelly, Mark              Gabby 
Gabrielle Giffords and Mark Kelly’s story is a reminder of the power of true grit, the patience needed to 
navigate unimaginable obstacles, and the transcendence of love. Their arrival in the world spotlight came 
under the worst of circumstances. On January 8, 2011, while meeting with her constituents in Tucson, 
Arizona, Gabby was the victim of an assassination attempt that left six people dead and 13 wounded. 
Gabby was shot in the head; doctors called her survival “miraculous.” As the nation grieved and sought to 
understand the attack, Gabby remained in private, focused on her against-all-odds recovery. Intimate, 
inspiring, and unforgettably moving, this book provides an unflinching look at the overwhelming challenges 
of brain injury, the painstaking process of learning to communicate again, and the responsibilities that fall 
to a loving spouse who wants the best possible treatment for his wife. Told in Mark’s voice and from 
Gabby’s heart, the book also chronicles the lives that brought these two extraordinary people together — 
their humor, their ambitions, their sense of duty, their long distance marriage, and their desire for family. 

 



Higgs, Liz Curtis         The Girl’s Still Got It 
The Biblical Book of Ruth consists of only four brief chapters, but tells a life-transforming story. Higgs' 
account of one of the few biblical age stories that carries the name of a woman shows that this tale of a 
Moabite and her mother-in-law harbors vivid faith-enhancing lessons in its 2,000-year-old story. This is a 
contemporary take on a neglected spiritual tale. 

 
Hill, Clint                 Mrs. Kennedy and Me 
For four years, from the election of John Fitzgerald Kennedy in 1960 until after the election of Lyndon 
Johnson in 1964, Clint Hill was the Secret Service agent assigned to guard the glamorous and intensely 
private Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy. During those four years, he went from being a reluctant guardian to a 
fiercely loyal watchdog, and in many ways, her closest friend. Now, looking back 50 years, Hill tells his 
story for the first time. Even today, decades after JFK’s presidency and Jackie’s death, the public continues 
to be fascinated with the former First Lady. Hill will forever be remembered as the agent who jumped onto 
the car after President Kennedy was shot and clung to its sides as it sped toward the hospital. Now, he 
recounts those painful memories along with his fonder recollections of the First Lady’s strength, class, 
dignity, and beauty during the time he was assigned as her personal agent.  

 
Houston, Cissy              Remembering Whitney 
On the eve of the 2012 Grammy Awards, the world was stunned to learn that Whitney Houston, one of the 
most remarkable and powerful voices in music, had been silenced forever by death through a drug 
overdose. Now, for the first time, her mother, Cissy relates the astonishing scope of the pop icon's life and 
career. From Whitney's earliest days singing in church to her rapid ascent to the pinnacles of stardom, from 
her string of number one hits to topping the Hollywood box office, Cissy recounts her daughter's journey to 
becoming one of the most successful artists of all time. Setting the record straight, Cissy also speaks 
candidly about Whitney's struggles in the limelight, revealing the truth about her turbulent marriage to 
singer Bobby Brown, her public attempts to regain her celebrated voice, and the battle with drugs that 
ultimately proved too much.  

 
Janzen, Rhoda              Does this Church Make Me Look Fat? 
What does it mean to give church a try when you haven't really tried since you were 12? At the end of her 
bestselling memoir “Mennonite in a Little Black Dress,” Janzen had reconnected with her family and her 
roots, though her future felt uncertain. When she starts dating a Pentecostal churchgoer, this skeptic 
begins a surprising personal journey to growth. Amid the hand waving and hallelujahs Rhoda finds a faith 
richly practical for life — just in time for a grim cancer diagnosis, an unexpected romance, and a quirky new 
family. Continuing her search for spiritual relevance in everyday life, Janzen sets out on a path to become 
more loving, grateful, and helpful to others. 
 

Kelly, Jill                Etched Upon My Heart 
Jill is the wife of former Buffalo Bills quarterback Jim Kelly. In 1997, their infant son, Hunter, was diagnosed 
with a rare, genetic fatal disease called Krabbe Leukodystrophy. Now, in this "living epistle" to her 
daughters, she writes as a mother who's acquainted with grief and no stranger to joy. Encouraging her 
children to open their hearts to God's comfort, Kelly shares her memories of the pain she experienced after 
her young son's death and celebrates the gift of love and healing grace. Kelly courageously allows readers 
into the rawest moments of her journey, and invites us to join the process by which love is defined, fear 
becomes faith, and suffering becomes sovereign. 

 
Lieberman, Paul                Gangster Squad 
A full decade before J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI even acknowledged the existence of the Mafia, the Los 
Angeles Police Department launched the real-life Gangster Squad with eight men who met covertly on 
street corners and slept with Tommy guns under their beds while combating what city fathers saw as an 
“invasion of undesirables.” The squad planted bugs in mobster’s bedrooms and took visiting hitmen into the 



Hollywood Hills for a chat with a pistol in their ear. But for two cops, all that mattered was nailing Mickey 
Cohen, the strutting little gangster who for 15 years made a mockery of law and order in Los Angeles. Sgt. 
Jack O’ Mara was a square-jawed church usher, Sgt. Jerry Wooters a cynical womanizer. About all they 
had in common was their obsession with the pint-sized Brooklyn-born prizefighter who rose to the top of 
the L.A. rackets. So O’ Mara set a trap for Mickey — using his own guns — to prove he was a killer. And 
Wooters formed an alliance with Mickey’s rival, Jack “The Enforcer” Whalen, an intimidating figure with 
movie star looks and dreams of making it in Hollywood. Two cops — two hoodlums.  Their fates collided in 
the closing days of the 1950s when “The Enforcer” stormed into Rondelli ’s restaurant to have it out with 
Mickey and his crew. The Gangster Squad’s time was up and so was a formative era in the city’s history. 

 
Lopez, Ben           The Negotiator 
Looking back over his 20 years as a hostage negotiator, Lopez (a pseudonym) explains that kidnapping is 
an industry now worth more than a billion a year, thanks to “terrorism, recession, the proliferation of cheap 
weapons, and the globalization of organized crime.” With more than 20,000 kidnappings reported each 
year around the world, kidnap-and-ransom consultant Lopez has traveled from the Middle East to Mexico. 
With a background in psychology, Lopez makes his services available to governments, private clients, law 
enforcement agencies, and multinational corporations. He claims he has never lost a hostage, and offers 
gripping narratives of his adventures (all names and locations changed to protect those involved). Writing 
with a noir sensibility, he describes desperate characters in tense situations and offers revelatory details on 
the history, procedures, and psychology of negotiating with criminals. Alongside a shadowy team of former 
spies and special operatives, his arsenal of psychological techniques is just as powerful as brute force. 
He'll spend as long as is necessary to get the job done. And then he'll disappear. This extraordinary book 
reads like a thriller — but for those involved in the stories within it, the drama and tension are very real. 

 
Martinez, J.R.               Full of Heart 
In 2003, 19-year-old Private J.R. Martinez was on a routine patrol when the Humvee he was driving hit an 
antitank mine in Iraq, resulting in severe injuries and burns on his face and more than one-third of his body. 
In this biography, Martinez shares his story in intimate detail, from his upbringing in the American South 
and his time in the Army, to his recovery and the indomitable spirit that has made him an inspiration to 
countless fans. After his injury, J.R. was evacuated to a San Antonio medical center, where he spent the 
next 34 months in grueling recovery. Seeing his disfigured face for the first time after the accident threw 
him into a crushing period of confusion and anger. His spirits were low, until he was asked to speak to 
another young burn victim. J.R. realized how valuable and gratifying it was to share his experiences with 
others and to listen to them. His fellow soldiers, along with the local and then national media, soon latched 
onto J.R.’s spirit and strength. His resilience, optimism, and charm were also noted by Hollywood and 
scored him roles on “All My Children” and “Dancing with the Stars,” where he was the season 13 
champion. Today, J.R. tours the country sharing his story and lessons for overcoming challenges and 
embracing hope. This is an unforgettable story of a man who never gave up on his dreams. 

 
Massie, Robert K.          Catherine the Great 
Pulitzer Prize winner Massie pulls readers into 18th-century Russia and the life of the young German 
princess, Sophie Friederike Auguste von Anhalt-Zerbst, who was destined to change the course of her 
adopted country's history. From the young Sophie's journey to Russia at the invitation of Empress 
Elizabeth to her death after 34 years on the Russian throne, readers will be absorbed and in sympathy with 
Catherine. Massie covers everything from Catherine's friendships, marriage to Peter III, love affairs, 
political and intellectual beliefs, and attempts to reform the country according to ideals of the Enlightenment 
(she corresponded with many Enlightenment figures), to her reactions to major world events including the 
American Revolution and the Reign of Terror in France. 

 



Matthews, Chris             Jack Kennedy: Elusive Hero 
Matthews, who has been following and studying the Kennedys most of his life, has interviewed President 
Kennedy's closest confidants — family, friends, and those who served with him — to create a moving 
portrait of a man many loved but few really understood. Matthews evokes JFK’s days at prep school, his 
heroism during World War II, his political career, and, always, his devotion to the Kennedy family.  Jack 
took surprising risks, struggled with chronic illness, and repeatedly confronted “the thin membrane between 
life and death.” As Matthews describes, Jack Kennedy was a rebel, an adventurer, and a great enjoyer of 
life precisely because he understood its fragility. 

 
Norman, Philip                Mick Jagger 
Drawing on research he conducted for his first Stones book, as well as on numerous interviews with 
Jagger's friends, former girlfriends, and musicians, Norman's exhaustively detailed biography recounts 
Jagger's life from his middle-class youth and first encounters with the blues and early rock to his first 
meetings with a young Keith Richards. From there, we read of Jagger's many tumultuous relationships with 
women, his lackluster attempts at acting, and his raging desire to control his and the band's image. 
Sympathetic to Jagger, Norman digs beneath the bad-boy posturing that Stones manager Andrew Oldham 
stage-managed — and that Jagger embraced — very early in his career. Along the way, the author reveals 
an individual shaped by a conservative upbringing maturing into a loving and beloved father, a history and 
literature buff, a wine connoisseur, and a stickler for etiquette. 

 
Orlean, Susan       Rin Tin Tin: The Life and the Legend 
In this exceptional book, Orlean portrays the magical bond, which led to lasting international fame, between 
a special puppy found on a World War I battlefield and Lee Duncan, the man who rescued him. She spent 
10 years researching and writing their story in this narrative filled with personal accounts, cultural and 
social backdrops, behind-the-scenes details on film and television, and an informed look at the historical 
roles of dogs in war, on-screen, and in the home. Orlean describes RinTinTin's career from the early days 
in film through the popular 1950s television series. His heroic persona transformed into immortal legend, as 
subsequent dogs sustained both his name and the noble qualities he symbolized. This is a thoroughly 
researched work that will please a wide audience, especially those who remember this canine hero. 

 
Pausch, Jai           Dream New Dreams 
A remarkably frank, deeply moving, and inspiring memoir by Jai Pausch, whose husband, Randy, wrote 
the bestseller “The Last Lecture” while battling pancreatic cancer. In this book, Jai shares her own story for 
the first time: her emotional journey from wife and mother to full-time caregiver, shuttling between her three 
young children and Randy’s bedside as he sought treatment far from home; and then to widow and single 
parent, fighting to preserve a sense of stability for her family, while coping with her own grief and the 
challenges of running a household without a partner. Jai paints a vivid, honest portrait of a vital, 
challenging relationship between two strong people who faced a grim prognosis and the self-sacrificing 
decisions it often required. As she faces life without the husband she called her “magic man,” Jai is 
learning to create a new life of hope and happiness — as she puts it, to “feel a spark of my own magic 
beginning to flicker.” This powerful story of grief, healing, and newfound independence will inspire those 
who are embarking on a journey of loss and renewal themselves. 

 
Rader, Peter           Mike Wallace, a Life 
In his four decades as the front man for 60 Minutes, the most successful show in television history, Wallace 
earned the distinction of being hyper-aggressive, self-assured, and unflinching in his riveting exposés of 
injustice and corruption. His unrivaled career includes interviews with every major newsmaker of the late 
20th century, from Martin Luther King to Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Behind this intimidating facade, however, 
Wallace was profoundly depressed and haunted by demons that nearly drove him to suicide. Despite 
reaching the pinnacle of his profession, he harbored deep insecurities about his credentials as a journalist. 
For half his life, he was more “TV Personality” than reporter, dabbling as a quiz show emcee, commercial 



pitchman, and actor. But in the wake of a life-changing personal tragedy, Wallace transformed himself, into 
the most talked-about newsman in America. Rader's portrait is of the classic American workaholic, whose 
burning ambition and tireless work ethic were fueled by massive insecurities and existential crises. 

 
Rogers, Kenny       Luck or Something Like It: A Memoir 
Rogers waited until he was 74-years old to publish this memoir, probably because his life — while certainly 
full — lacks the over-the-top shenanigans of other celebrities. A nondrinker and nonsmoker, Rogers only 
experimented with drugs early in his career. Women have been his biggest vice, and he writes candidly 
here about his five marriages, and an early-'90s scandal that seems almost quaint by today’s standards. 
Here, he chronicles his childhood in the housing projects of Houston, where his sister Geraldine instilled in 
him a love of singing harmony that would later help him sell more than 125 million albums; his transition 
from bass player to solo superstar status near the age of 40; and his various side projects, including USA 
for Africa, Kenny Rogers Roasters, tennis, television, photography and even theater. Ripe with nostalgia, 
this book should please fans while encouraging newcomers to explore his diverse body of work. 

 
Rubin, Gretchen             The Happiness Project 
Gretchen Rubin had an epiphany one rainy afternoon in the unlikeliest of places: a city bus. "The days are 
long, but the years are short," she realized. "Time is passing, and I'm not focusing enough on the things 
that really matter." In that moment, she decided to dedicate a year to her happiness project. In this lively 
and compelling account, Rubin chronicles her adventures during the 12 months she spent test-driving the 
wisdom of the ages, scientific research, and lessons from popular culture about how to be happier. Among 
other things, she found that novelty and challenge are powerful sources of happiness; that money can help 
buy happiness, when spent wisely; that outer order contributes to inner calm; and that the very smallest of 
changes can make the biggest difference. Rubin is not an unhappy woman: she has a loving husband, two 
great kids and a writing career in New York City. Still, she knew she could — and, arguably, should — be 
happier. Thus, her methodical (and bizarre) project: spend one year achieving careful, measurable goals in 
different areas of life (marriage, work, parenting, self-fulfillment) and build on them cumulatively, using 
concrete steps. The outcome is good, not perfect (in accordance with one of her "Secrets of Adulthood": 
"Don't let the perfect be the enemy of the good"), but Rubin's funny, perceptive account is both inspirational 
and forgiving, and sprinkled with just enough wise tips, concrete advice and timely research. 

 
Sheen, Martin & Estevez, Emilio        Along the Way 
At 21, struggling actor Martin and his wife, Janet, welcomed their firstborn, Emilio, an experience of 
profound joy for the young couple, who soon had three more children: Ramon, Charlie, and Renée. As 
Martin’s career moved from stage to screen, the family traveled together to film locations around the world. 
As the firstborn, Emilio had a special relationship with Martin often mirroring each other’s passions and 
sometimes clashing in their differences. After the two traveled to India for the movie “Gandhi,” each felt the 
beginnings of a spiritual awakening that soon led Martin back to his Catholic roots, and eventually led both 
men to Spain, from where Martin’s father had emigrated to the United States. Along the famed Camino de 
Santiago pilgrimage path, Emilio directed his father in their film, “The Way,” bringing three generations of 
Estevez men together in the region of Spain where Martin’s father was born, and near where Emilio’s own 
son had moved to marry and live. With behind-the-scenes anecdotes, this engaging dual memoir is a 
stirring family saga that readers will recognize as universal in its rebellions and regrets, aspirations and 
triumphs, as two talented men reveal the life lessons each draws from their father-son relationship. 

 
Steel, Danielle            A Gift of Hope  
Novelist Steel reveals a hidden chapter from her life: her time spent assisting the homeless on the streets 
of San Francisco. Overwhelmed by grief after her oldest son committed suicide, the author Stel admits to 
being frightened initially, but the first time she distributed supplies to those in need (accompanied by an 
employee who agreed to join her), she felt uplifted by their response. The people she met were deeply 
grateful and undemanding, and though she thought this would be a one-time experience, she returned on a 



monthly basis over a period of 11 years. Assembling a small team of helpers, all the while protecting her 
anonymity in order to avoid the celebrity scene, Steel encountered inspiring people including: a mother in a 
wheelchair with her daughter, who was receiving chemotherapy, who shunned the shelters because they 
found conditions inside more dangerous than those on the street; street people whose meager belongings 
and makeshift shelters were treated as trash by the city sanitation department; and many more. With 
poverty programs shutting down, while at the same time, more people becoming homeless, Steel has felt 
the need to drop her anonymity and go public. This is a simple but moving call for action. 

 
Stuart, Amanda          Empress of Fashion 
This rare glimpse into the life of the innovative fashion editor of Harper's Bazaar and the legendary editor-
in-chief of Vogue who, redefining women's sense of beauty and style, launched the careers of such 
timeless beauties Lauren Bacall and Lauren Hutton, explores her originality, her tenacity and her inimitable 
sensibility. Diane von Furstenberg once called Diana Vreeland a "beacon of fashion for the twentieth 
century." Now, in this definitive biography by Amanda Mackenzie Stuart, is the story of the iconic fashion 
editor as you've never seen her before. From her career at the helms of Harper's Bazaar and Vogue, to her 
reign as consultant to the Costume Institute at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Vreeland had an enormous 
impact on the fashion world and left a legacy so enduring that must-have style guides still quote her often 
wild and always relevant fashion pronouncements. 

 
Taraborrelli, J. Randy            After Camelot 
For more than half a century, Americans have been captivated by the Kennedys — their joy and 
heartbreak, tragedy and triumph, the dark side and the remarkable achievements. In this ambitious and 
sweeping account, Taraborrelli continues the family chronicle and provides a behind-the-scenes look at the 
years "after Camelot." He describes the challenges Bobby's children faced as they grew into adulthood; 
Eunice and Sargent Shriver's remarkable philanthropic work; the sudden death of JFK JR; and the stoicism 
and grace of his sister Caroline. He also brings into clear focus the complex and intriguing story of Ted 
Kennedy and shows how he influenced the sensibilities of the next generation and challenged them to 
uphold the Kennedy name. Based on extensive research, including hundreds of exclusive interviews, this 
captures the wealth, glamour, and fortitude for which the Kennedys are so well known. With this book, 
Taraborrelli takes readers on an epic journey as he unfolds the ongoing saga of the nation's most famous 
— and controversial — family. 

 
Wallace, David Foster            Both Flesh and Not: Essays 
Spanning 20 years of the author's work, each essay in this volume of previously uncollected nonfiction is a 
gem in its own Wallace way. The topics are diverse yet representative of Wallace's primary interests, 
ranging from an entry titled "The (as it were) Seminal Importance of Terminator 2 " to "Fictional Futures 
and the Conspicuously Young," a piece written in the 80s about American youth culture, television, and an 
emergent generation of pop-obsessed American novelists. Like so much of Wallace's work, 
"Conspicuously Young" picks apart an ephemeral cultural moment with great discernment, yet still 
manages to stand up well decades after publication. There are, of course, deeply informed — yet still 
deeply pleasurable — nods to theoretical math, Wittgenstein as literature, and tennis, as well as Wallace's 
concerns regarding the perils of consumer culture. The overall effect of this collection is to remind us again 
just how expansive and talented a writer Wallace was, an author capable of producing profound essays 
around seemingly mundane details scattered amid the American cultural fabric. 

 
Welch, Wendy             The Little Bookstore of Big Stone Gap 
In this beguiling memoir, a former nonprofit administrator chronicles how she and her ex-academic 
husband found themselves in a central Appalachian town of 5,400 mostly known for Adriana Trigiani 
novels and a seasonal “folk opera” based on “Tales of the Lonesome Pine.” The couple daydreamed about 
opening a used bookstore, and when they found a suitable five-bedroom fixer-upper, they bought it, moved 
upstairs, and got to work. With scant experience, they opened their bookstore amid the deepening 



recession and publishing’s general decline. Once the initial local curiosity was satisfied and grand opening 
thrills faded, in dire need of customers and revenue, they reached out to a broader customer base through 
old-fashioned guerrilla marketing and community events on the way to a 38,000-volume inventory. The 
author chronicles how their customers taught her about the human element in small business, bookselling, 
and life itself. The whole narrative exudes charm and the value of dreams and lives truly lived. 

 

Large Print — Mystery/Suspense/Adventure 
Brown, Rita Mae  Fox Tracks 
Casey, Elizabeth Lynn Let it Sew 
Chapman, Vannetta  Material Witness 
Child, Lee    One Shot 
Christie, Agatha   After the Funeral 
Christie, Agatha   Cards on the Table: A Hercule Poirot Mystery 
Christie, Agatha   Cat Among the Pigeons 
Christie, Agatha   Destination Unknown  
Christie, Agatha   N or M? A Tommy and Tuppence Mystery 
Connolly, Sheila  Fire Engine Dead 
Friedman, Daniel  Don’t Ever Get Old 
Holt, Anne    Blind Goddess 
Hooper, Kay   The First Prophet 
Kepler, Lars   The Nightmare 
Levine, Laura   Death of a Neighborhood Witch 
Martin, Nancy   No Way to Kill a Lady 
McKinley, Jenn   Book, Line, and Sinker 
Murphy, Shirley   Cat Bearing Gifts 
Perry, Marta   Home By Dark 
Robinson, Peter   Watching the Dark  
Swanson, Denise  Murder of the Cat’s Meow 
Vine, Barbara   The Child’s Child 
Warren, Susan May  You Don’t Know Me 
 
Large Print — Inspirational Fiction 
Baer, Judy    Surprising Grace 
Caroll, Robin   To Write a Wrong 
Gunn, Robin Jones  Cottage By the Sea 
Hatcher, Robin Lee  Betrayal 
Henderson, Dee   Full Disclosure 
Jackson, Neta   Come to the Table 
Keller, Cynthia   An Amish Gift 
Kinkade, Thomas &   A Season of Angels 
  Spencer, Katherine  
Ludwig, Elizabeth  No Safe Harbor 
Peterson, Tracie  The Icecutter’s Daughter 
Perry, Marta   Naomi’s Christmas 

Wilson, Eric   1 Step Away 
Wilson, Eric   October Baby 



Large Print — Urban Fiction 
Hill, Donna   Sultry Nights  
Jenkins, Beverly  A Wish and a Prayer 
Jenkins, Beverly  Something Old, Something New 
Thomas, Jacqueline  Five Star Attraction 
Woods, Teri   Alibi II: Nard’s Revenge 
 
Large Print — Romance 
Graham, Lynne   A Deal at the Altar 
Graham, Lynne   A Vow of Obligation 
James, Eloisa   The Ugly Duchess 
Kendrick, Sharon  Playing the Greek’s Game 
Laurens, Stephanie  The Lady Risks All 
Laurens, Stephanie, et al. Royal Bridesmaids 
Love, Dorothy   Every Perfect Gift 
Macomber, Debbie  Heartsong 
Mallery, Susan   A Fool’s Gold Christmas 
Marton, Sandra   Sheikh Without Heart 
Michaels, Fern   A Winter Wonderland 
Miller, Linda Lael  An Outlaw’s Christmas 

Miller, Linda Lael  Big Sky River 
Palmer, Diana   The Rancher 
Reid, Rugh   An Angel by Her Side 
Samuel, Barbara  The Sleeping Night 
Thomas, Jodi   Wild Texas Rose 
Way, Margaret   The Cattle King’s Bride 
White, Karen   After the Rain 
Wiggs, Susan   Return to Willow Lake 
Woods, Sherryl   After Tex 
Worth, Lenora   The Diamond Secret 
 
Large Print — General Fiction 
Chiaverini, Jennifer  The Wedding Quilt 
Giffin, Emily    Where We Belong 
Gillham, David R.  City of Women 
Goolrick, Robert  Heading out to Wonderful 
Ivey, Eowyn   The Snow Child 
Mapson, Jo Ann  Finding Casey 
McLaren, Kaya   How I Came to Sparkle Again 
Millet, Lydia   Magnificence 
Samuel, Barbara  The Sleeping Night 
Thayne, RaeAnne  Sweet Laurel Falls 
Willett, Marcia   Christmas in Cornwall 
Woodruff, Lee   Those We Love Most 
 



Large Print — Westerns 
Ballard, Todhunter  Dark Kill 
Bower, B.M.   Law on the Flying You 
Champlin, Tim   The Secret of Lodestar 
Dawson, Peter   Gunsmoke Masquerade 
Haseloff, Cynthia  Changing Trains 
Johnstone, J.A.   The Bounty Killers: The Loner 
Mims, Meg    Double Crossing 
Robbins, David   Thunder Valley 
Savage, Les, Jr.   Danger Rides the River 
Tuttle, W.C.   The Redhead from Sun Dog 
 
Regular Print — Fiction 
Alexander, Tasha  Death in the Floating City 
Alexandrov, Vladimir  Black Russian 
Alpert, Mark   Extinction 
Andrews, V.C.   Daughter of Light 
Andrews, V.C   Forbidden Sister 
Anonymous   Elimination Night 
Attenberg, Jami   The Middlesteins 

Bain, Donald   Margaret Truman’s Experiment in Murder 
Ballard, Mignon   Miss Dimple Suspects 
Barber, Ros   Marlowe Paper 
Bauermeister, Erica  The Lost Art of Mixing 
Baxter, Stephen   Doctor Who: The Wheel of Ice 
Benjamin, Melanie  The Aviator’s Wife 
Biaggio, Maryka   Parlor Games 
Binchy, Maeve   A Week in Winter 
Black, Elizabeth   Drowning House 
Block, Lawrence  Hit Me 
Bond, Larry   Blood of War 
Brackston, Paula  Winter Witch 
Butcher, Jim   Cold Days 
Chevalier, Tracy  Last Runaway 
Chiaverini, Jennifer  Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker 
Childs, Laura   Stake & Eggs 
Cisneros, Sandra  Have You Seen Marie? 
Clancy, Tom   Threat Vector 
Clark, Mary Jane  Footprints in the Sand 
Connelly, Michael  The Black Box 
Connolly, John   The Wrath of Angels 
Cook, Robin   Nano 
Cornwell, Bernard  1356: A Novel 
Crais, Robert   Suspect 
Cussler, Clive   Poseidon’s Arrow 



Cussler, Clive   The Devil’s Gate 
Danielewski, Mark  Fifty Year Sword 
Degli Antoni, Piero  Block 11 
Dekker, Ted   Sanctuary 
Diaz, Junot   This is How You Lose Her: Stories 
Dobyns, Stephen  Burn Palace 
Donlay, Philip S.  Zero Separation 
Dorsey, Tim   Riptide Ultra-Glide 
Dubow, Charles   Indiscretion 
Downie, Ruth   Semper Fidelis: A Novel of the Roman Empire  
Ellis, Warren   Gun Machine 
Evanovich, Janet  The Husband List 
Ferris, Monica   And Then You Dye 
Fluke, Joanne   Red Velvet Cupcake Murder 
Fowler, Earlene   The Road to Cardinal Valley 
Fury, Dalton   Tier One Wild 
Gardner, Lisa   Touch & Go 
Grafton, Sue   Kinsey and Me: Stories 
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