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A Winning Tutor - Student Team 

 Margaret Burns was born in South Carolina and moved to Florida 

with her family when she was a teenager.  She didn’t have many op-

portunities in education growing up, even though she always wanted 

to go to school.  She is currently working at her daughter’s day care 

center, a job for which she is well-suited as there are few moments 

when a smile is not on her face.  She has a very positive and warm 

presence, one that is amplified when she talks about her grandchil-

dren, many of whom often ask her to read to them.  This used to pose 

a problem because up until about a year ago Margaret couldn’t read.  

This changed when she joined the Adult Literacy Project and met her 

tutor, Janice Blumenthal. 

 Janice previously taught elementary school and has only good things to say about Margaret.  “It’s great to 

see how her confidence has grown over the year.  She no longer hesitates to ask questions and not knowing 

the answer doesn’t bother her as much as it used to.” Janice helped Margaret attain a library card and often 

helps her pick out books to read to her grandchildren.  “We like to make sure that they are educational and 

relevant.  For Martin Luther King Jr. Day we picked out books about black history.” 

 Margaret is very happy with her tutor.  She said she used to be afraid of reading and being wrong, she did-

n’t think she could learn anything.  “I felt like I had a glass dome around me keeping me from learning.  Now 

every time Janice teaches me something new or I am able to read a new word, I see the glass starting to 

crack.”  Margaret spoke about how much she appreciates that Janice is so patient with her.  She loves that 

Janice will often look things up on the internet during lessons. 

 Margaret just recently finished Laubach Way to Reading Skill Book 2 and is working her way through Skill 

Book 3.  In addition, Janice has been helping her with test taking strategies so she can become certified to 

teach and help her daughter expand her day care business.  Margaret said that she loves reading to her grand-

children, and when they shout “Grandma read it again” at the end of each book, she is all too happy to oblige.  

 — Reported by Lindsey Scorzelli, AmeriCorps Volunteer 

Janice Blumenthal & Margaret Burns 
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Celebrate National Volunteer and National Library Week 
You and your student are invited to a Night at the Theatre! 

Join us for a performance of the Tony Award Winning Musical 

 

This story is set in a seedy Berlin 

nightclub in the 1930s where 

young English performer, Sally 

Bowles, strikes up a relationship 

with an American writer.  They 

fall in love just as the Nazi party 

begins its rise to power. 

Lake Worth Playhouse 

Wednesday, April 8, 2015 

8:00 p.m. 

Dress Rehearsal 

 

Call the Volunteer Desk 

to reserve your seat. 

561-894-7510 

http://lakeworthplayhouse.org/index.html
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Tutor TRIUMPHS 

My student was able to read a 

letter herself for the first 

time.  It gave her test results of 

her mammogram.  She was very 

proud of herself.   

My student completed his first 

book which he read aloud to me.  

He is interested in reading 

about slavery, and is now read-

ing about Frederick Douglas.  

He reads to me and we discuss 

the book together. 

After living in the U.S. for al-

most a decade, my student got 

his driver’s license.  It has 

changed his life.  He started 

out knowing only some of the 

alphabet, and now can read sim-

ple stories.   

My student insists on reading 

quotes from Facebook, and is 

now able to post some herself.  

My student is now texting me 

regularly! 

My student was very hesitant 

when we first met, and al-

though she tested at about 3rd 

grade level, she had no phonics 

background.  We worked only 

with phonics for three months, 

and are now completing work in 

Challenger 3. 

Tutors & Students Enjoying “South Pacific”                      

at Lake Worth Playhouse 

Kathy Gibbons & Rashilda Canady 

Susan DePalma & Sarah  Castelli Carol Weyhe, Teriell & Jahadah Alvarado 

Laurie Tate & Peggy Smith 

What’s New in the Glades? 
 Did you know that English Exchange programs began last September at the 
Belle Glade Branch Library?  The popularity of the Belle Glade program has 
been such that it prompted an expansion of the program to the Loula V. York  
Branch in Pahokee as well.   

 These programs are offered in a relaxed and welcoming environment for 
adult English language learners to practice their vocabulary and pronunciation 
skills.  Under the guidance of Elizabeth Braunworth, Adult Literacy Coordina-
tor, this program will expand yet again to South Bay’s Clarence E. Anthony 
Branch in early Fall.  Literacy is on the move! 

Donica Baylus 
Nahindra Damus 

Elaine Gelber 
Ellen Keene 

Elizabeth Kramer 
Phyllis Kramer 

Jill LaPorte 
Rosa Levy 

Lourdes Mejia 
Andre Morgan 

Kevin Newcomb 
Lona O’Connor 

Patti Powers 
Bob Rader 

Susan Rosen 
Naomi Rosenblatt 

Joseph Self 

Following are tutors who have completed our Tutor Training Workshops.  
We thank them for their efforts to combat illiteracy in our community.  Please 
join us in welcoming our newest members of Library Literacy Friends. 

Welcome Tutors . . .  
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Tutor Roundtable  

 A total of  30 tutors and trainers participated in the roundtable at the Lantana Road Branch Library Saturday, February 
28, 2015, where Anthropologist Donna Towns and Hercule Merceron lead the group in an exploration of cultural diversity, 
particularly as it is represented in our student population.  All left not only with valuable diversity information, but also with 
the experience of networking with fellow tutors, discussing issues, sharing ideas, and celebrating accomplishments. 

Adult Literacy Project Outcome Indicators  
October 1, 2013 — September 30, 2014 
 

Volunteers: 
157 tutors participated  
6,297 hours of instruction provided 
 
12 program volunteers provided support services 
1,314 hours recorded 
 
Total 7,611 volunteer hours recorded 
 

Students: 
170 students served 
57 students enrolled/re-enrolled 
 

English Exchange: 
198 programs offered 
1,506 patrons attended at 6 library locations 

Donna Towns & Hercule Merceron Susan Dietz & Evelyn Seidenberg Clare Gabas & Pam Saidon 

Elayne Adams & Marie Lang Sandy Pickholtz Edith Niles, Vivian D’Angio & Group 

LIBRARY LITERACY TRIBUTE CARDS 
SENDING A LIBRARY LITERACY TRIBUTE CARD IS A GREAT WAY TO HONOR SOMEONE OR COMMEMORATE A SPECIAL OCCASION,  

AND AT THE SAME TIME CONTRIBUTE TO LIBRARY LITERACY FRIENDS. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE VOLUNTEER DESK AT  

561-894-7510 
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Library Literacy Friends is a group of volunteers, students and other interested citizen advocates committed 

to the continuation of the Palm Beach County Library’s Adult Literacy Project and to the elimination of 

illiteracy in Palm Beach County and is supported totally by the contributions of its members and friends.   

 LIBRARY LITERACY FRIENDS, INC. 

PALM BEACH COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM ADULT LITERACY PROJECT 

HAGEN RANCH ROAD BRANCH LIBRARY 

14350 HAGEN RANCH ROAD, DELRAY BEACH, FL 33446 

561-894-7510 

Kim’s Tutor Tips 
Reading Fluency — by Kim Doyle 
 Fluency is the ability to read a text with accuracy, speed and expression.  A fluently read text is easier to understand than one 
that is read too slowly, with word by word phrasing or without expression.  In order to read fluently, you must be able to recog-
nize most of the words you are reading, without having to decode, or sound out, the words.   

 Beginning readers are usually not fluent readers.  They devote so much energy to figuring out what the words say that they 
can’t also pay attention to what the words mean.   They may read in a slow, monotone way, ignoring punctuation, or in a choppy 
start-and-stop rhythm.  There are many ways you can help your student become a more fluent reader. 

1. Model Fluent Reading:  Read out loud to your student at every session.  Use expression, and select a variety of genres, such 
as poetry, excerpts from speeches, current events and fiction.   

2. Repeated Reading:  Your student can improve their fluency by rereading the same short passage.  Point out sight words and 
difficult words and practice reading until it becomes easier and more fluent. 

3. Echo Reading:  Read a sentence or short paragraph out loud while your student reads it silently.  Then it’s your student’s 
turn to read the same sentence or paragraph out loud to you. 

4. Choral Reading:  Read a sentence or short paragraph out loud to your student, then read it again as your student joins in, 
reading together. 

5. Partner Reading:  You read a sentence or two and your student reads the next sentence or two, taking turns.  Be sure to pre-
view the passage for any difficult words and discuss their pronunciation and meaning before beginning. 

 You may need to begin by practicing words on flashcards until your student can read them fluently.  Your student can also 
read 3 and 4 word phrases to develop the skills of grouping words and reading with expression.  Make phrases containing words 
your student knows, then add in new words.  For example:  at the house    all day long     there have been    still the same     

 For other ideas on fluency activities, go to the Florida Center for Reading Research at www.fcrr.org or follow these links di-
rectly (there is an underscore _ between Fluency and the number): 

http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3Fluency_2.pdf       http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3Fluency_3.pdf 

http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3Fluency_4.pdf   

CAREER GOAL AWARD PROGRAM 
 

Students can get up to $100 reimbursement for  

Licenses, Certifications and U.S. Citizenship. 
 

Encourage your student to apply. 
 
For more information call: 561-894-7510. 

 

Career Goal Award Recipients Receiving U.S. Citizenship Awards:   

Josette Del Amour (Candice Cavaleri, tutor) and Vinnette P. Scarlett (Dee Nygren, tutor) 

Library Literacy Friends, Inc. wishes to thank the following for contributing to the success of 
the Palm Beach County Library Adult Literacy Project: 

Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc. for providing funds for materials and equipment used in 
tutor training and roundtable meetings. 

Joleen and George Taylor for underwriting printing of Tutor Talk and Between Us publications. 

http://www.fcrr.org
http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3Fluency_2.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3Fluency_3.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3Fluency_4.pdf

