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Getting Things Done with  

English Exchange 

In August of 2014 I left my home in Virginia and moved to Boynton 

Beach, Florida to start my service with Literacy AmeriCorps.  Liter-

acy AmeriCorps works with many programs in Palm Beach County 

to help educate people of all ages.  In September I was placed with 

the Palm Beach County Library System Adult Literacy Project, run-

ning their English Exchange program.  I was a little nervous to start 

teaching but those nerves went away once I met my new students.  

My classes contain adults from all over the world and we spend our 

time working on grammar, pronunciation, reading and writing.  

Each week we discuss a new historical topic or news story.  Students 

are asked to express their opinions (in English) and to  comment on 

the articles we read.  I really appreciate all of the hard work my stu-

dents put in as well as their positive attitudes.  I am learning so 

much from them, not just about teaching, but also about the world 

and other cultures.  English Exchange is a great program, and I wel-

come anyone who wants to improve their English skills to come give 

it a try.   

Hope to see you in class! 

Lindsey Scorzelli 

Lantana Road Branch 



 

Tell us about English Exchange  
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“Ever since I have migrated from In-

dia to US I have endlessly been 

searching for a place where I can im-

prove my communication skills in 

English.  Finally I have found the 

proper place where I can practice 

English with the help of my teacher 

Ms. Lindsey.  I can sincerely say that 

Ms. Lindsey is a truly wonderful 

teacher and dedicated to her work.  I 

am doing great under her supervi-

sion.  Thank you Ms. Lindsey and 

Palm Beach Library System for in-

credible and useful services to the 

people who want to improve their 

lives.” —Shiv Mehrotra 

“One of the best things that has happened in my whole life is to have wonderful teachers that are 

willing to strive/give their best in every single class.  You are such an amazing teacher!!! I have been 

blessed to have you this year as my English Exchange teacher.  You are always taking into consid-

eration our weaknesses when you prepare your classes and doing something new every class.  I 

really appreciate it.  I really enjoy when you bring topics from around the world and we have to dis-

cuss them.  It is a great opportunity for us to improve our pronunciation, reading skills and to give 

our own point of view.  Honestly, I’m keeping updated thanks to you!!! Please keep up your hard 

work and I wish you all the best.  I look forward to seeing you next Wednesday.” —Mayte Favias 

Glades Road Branch  

“This is my first day and it has been a very nice experience.  The people are very nice and the teacher 

even more so.  I’m planning to attend every week, hoping to improve my English.  My conversations 

skills are very poor.”   —Maria Szauer 

“I came to this country 7 years 

ago and my goal was learning 

the language.  Actually I can 

see myself getting frustrated 

reaching this goal but I don’t 

want to give up.  I love the Eng-

lish language so I will con-

tinue.”  —Yesenia Spotts 

“I think English Exchange 

is a good idea because it 

helps you travel the world, 

you can learn about differ-

ent cultures, and be part of 

world globalization.  It is 

very important for any peo-

ple in this century and the 

world.” —Ana Molina 

“English Exchange is an awesome 

experience.  The teacher explains 

very well and has an active class.  

I feel very loved with her.  Before I 

didn’t speak English.  Thanks, 

Lindsey today I speak better Eng-

lish.  God Bless You.”                    

—Juan Pablo Corral 
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Meet Junior Thomas 

Junior Thomas joined the Adult Literacy Project in July of 2014.  He heard about the program from 

his niece, who also receives tutoring.  When asked about his experience so far, Junior said, “The 

program is wonderful.  Mr. B is a 

great man.”  Mr. B, also known as 

Bill Painter, is Junior’s tutor.  He 

too only had positive things to say.  

“Junior is always on time and I’m 

lucky to have such a good and in-

terested student.”  Junior was born 

in South Carolina, and never had 

the opportunity to attend school as 

a child.  He has worked all his life, 

and at one point had three jobs so 

that he could send his children to 

school.  Of his nine children, all 

went to school and seven attended 

college.  Now that Junior is retired 

he is focusing on his own education.  

He just graduated from Laubach 1 

and is making fantastic progress in the program. You should be proud of yourself, Junior! 

Junior Thomas and Bill Painter, Hagen Ranch Road Branch 

Meet Josette Del Amour 

Josette Del Amour was born in Haiti, and moved to the United States in 1993.  Even though she 

never had the chance to go to school, her husband and son helped her learn English.  She joined the 

Adult Literacy Project in November of 

2012, and has done very well in the pro-

gram.  One of her goals since joining has 

been attaining her citizenship.  With the 

help of her tutor, Candice Cavaleri, Josette 

officially became an American citizen in 

July of 2014.  When asked about Josette, 

Candice responded, “Josette and all the 

students are role models of determination 

for me.  Every time I meet with Josette, I 

come away filled with amazement.  Josette 

inspires me to work as hard at any goal in 

my life as she does at learning.  I am 

grateful for the Adult Literacy Project and 

their dedication to bringing this program 

to the community.”  Josette commented, “I 

like to write, read, and have a conversa-

tion in English.  The program is important 

for me to be able to do my business by myself like being able to go to the doctor.”  Congratulations, 

Josette, and well done! 

Josette Del Amour and Candice Cavaleri, Okeechobee Blvd. Branch 



What is your favorite holiday? 
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“Why celebrate Day of the Dead in Mexico? Because Mexico is a country rich in culture and tradition.  

The day of the dead is so enjoyable.  I invite you to read this writing in order to let you know about 

the day of the dead.   

To start with a small summary, around 3000 years ago our ancestors used to remember their dead 

through ceremonies, this was transferred person to person.  The death is a main symbol of this cere-

mony, because it’s representing the passage from one life to another.  It’s celebrated on November 

the 2nd of each year in every state of Mexico.   

In addition to that, the death is viewed like a bridge to rest.  In  Mexico, people made a pedestal so it 

has several tiers, on each there are different things, they place on it.  For example: food, water, 

drinks with alcohol.  There is decorative paper in different colors, sun flowers and candles, sugar 

sweets in the form of a skull, also it is important to place a photograph of the dead person.   

Mexicans write poetic compositions to make a joke of death.  Also they make songs and theatrical 

performances.   Finally this day has become a humorous day.  It’s very fun to enjoy this celebration 

to remember death.  It’s important that the dead rest in peace.”                                                               

—Emma Ramos, Okeechobee Blvd. Branch 

“My favorite holiday is Eid No-

rooz.  Eid Norooz is an ancient 

celebration in Iran.  Norooz is 13 

days.  Iranian people go to visit 

their family and friends.  Older 

people give younger people gifts.  

The name of the last day of vaca-

tion is Sizdah Bedar and people 

spend the day in parks and gar-

dens.  The ancient festival of No- 

rooz  is  world  recognized.”        

—-Farrah Yegani,                

Glades Road Branch  

“For me the only real holi-

day is my birthday.  All 

the other holidays are in-

vented by the commercial 

trade, or politics.  I am 

very happy on this day 

because it is my own day.  

I can say I spend a new 

year of my life and I am 

only twelve or fifteen 

years old.”  —Heli Marin, 

West Boca Branch 

Okeechobee Boulevard Branch 

West Boca Branch 
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Adult Literacy Project for the Glades 

Adult Literacy 

James Davis has been with the Adult 

Literacy Project since March 2014. He 

came to us wanting to improve his 

reading so that he could better read 

his Bible.  He was paired with Mary 

Luikart, a retired teacher, as his tu-

tor. Since then he has excelled in his 

studies. Mary says that “James looks 

forward to each lesson (even arriving 

at least ten minutes early!) He can’t 

thank me enough for tutoring him. He 

is a joy to teach and is making great 

progress.” 

James is very devoted to improving 

his reading skills. He feels more confi-

dent everyday and his family is very 

proud.  James was recently honored at 

the Adult Literacy Luncheon in Belle 

Glade in September where he was  

awarded a certificate for achievement in his studies.  Con-

gratulations James and keep up the good work! 

         Mary Luikart, Elizabeth Braunworth, James Davis 

English Exchange 

English Exchange has come to the Glades and 

boy is it popular! We have people from all over 

the world (Jordan, Mexico, Peru, Honduras, 

Haiti) wanting to improve their English in 

this fun and informal class.  We have done 

everything from charades, bingo, tongue 

twisters and idioms. Every class is different.  

“I love the energy that my class has. They are 

so positive and upbeat. We are always learn-

ing and laughing!”—Elizabeth Braunworth 

“Elizabeth is gorgeous both inside and out! I 

love coming to class!”– Riyad 

“Everyone is very nice in class. Our teacher 

Elizabeth makes class fun.” —Webster English Exchange Class at the Belle Glade Branch 

If you are interested in becoming a literacy tutor, a literacy student, or attending an English Exchange 

class contact Elizabeth Braunworth at 561-996-3453. 

English Exchange Classes in the New Year!   

Thursdays at the Belle Glade Branch from 1:00-3:00 pm starting January 15th.   

Mondays at the Loula V. York Branch (Pahokee) from 1:00-3:00 pm starting January 26th. 



Where are you from? 
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“My name is Liliana Wiatre.  I was born in Belgrade, former Yugoslavia, now Serbia.  Many years 

ago I listened in my philosophy class to this sentence, unknowing that it would be part of my future 

life.  “Man’s ability to survive can be measured by how many times he is able to start his life from 

beginning.” 

Looking in my past, I can see how many times I started my life from beginning.  After I graduated as 

an engineer of Technology, specialist in textile engineering, my husband and I decided to start our 

life in a small town in Bosnia.  There we found an opportunity for a good life.  We started a job in the 

largest wood industry.  My passion for textile I decided to transfer to wood.  That was my first ad-

justment and change.  But very soon, everything got well and I established a very good life.  I had a 

nice apartment, good car, summer home, surrounded by my two children and many friends.  I didn’t 

have any idea what would happen after 26 years.  My world has fallen apart. 

The war had broken out in Bosnia in 1992.  We were forced to leave that place because of ethnic ten-

sion or else we would be killed.  From that moment some of my “friends” became my blood enemies 

because of religious differences.  We left behind all our property. 

Fortunately we escaped by the skin of our teeth.  If we hadn’t I would not be here today.  We saved 

our son’s life by sending him to America.  Very soon after that my husband died so I decided to come 

to America to join my son.  I have been living in U. S. since 1996.  I asked for political asylum.  After 

many tremendous difficulties that I faced, during all this time: hard work, not knowing the lan-

guage, I survived.  After 13 years I got a green card and I appreciate very much being able to stay in 

this beautiful country.  After 5 years I married an American man and I am happy and I try to enjoy 

this life the best I can.”  —Liliana Wiatre, Glades Road Branch 

Greenacres Branch 

“My name is Jeff Wojtowicz.  I grew up in Gadansk, Poland.  In 1981 I left Poland to come to the U.S. 

for a better life.  I am a construction engineer.  My job is to build bridges and roads.   My favorite 

thing about the United States is that here you have the freedom to achieve your goals.  You also get 

to meet people from all over the world.  The international cooperation here is beautiful.”                    

—Jeff Wojtowicz, Greenacres Branch  
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Winter’s Here! 

 

              Across 

2. In many parts of the country, there is _____ on the ground in    

 winter.  Not Florida though! 

4. Many religions have a ________ to celebrate in December or        

 January. 

5.   Americans celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day every year 

 on the third _________ in January. 

7. Sometimes it gets cold enough in winter that wrapping a 

 _______ around your neck is necessary to keep warm.  

8. Many people make New Year’s _____________ in hopes of      

 having a better year.   

Down 

1. January 1st is the beginning of the ____ _____ (two 

words.) 

3.   December 21st is the first day of _______. 

4. America was attacked on December 7th, 1941 at 

Pearl Harbor.  This is located in the state of 

________. 

5. Winter officially ends in the month of _______. 

6. Traditionally on New Year’s Eve, Americans will 

watch the _____ drop in Times Square.   



Solutions to Crossword 

  Across   Down 

       2: snow       1:  new year 

             4: holiday       3:  winter  

       5: Monday       4:  Hawaii 

       7: scarf       5:  March 

                  8: resolution      6:  ball 

Are you interested in…. 

 Becoming a literacy tutor for adults? 

 Free tutoring in reading and writing? 

Call the Volunteer Desk (561) 894-7510. 

 

Interested in English Exchange classes?  

Call Lindsey!  

(561) 894-7529 

Editor: Lindsey Scorzelli 

Career Goal Award Program 

By earning a new license, certification or citizenship 

you could receive up to $100!   

Call us to learn more.  

   (561) 894-7510 

 

Use your library card to explore these websites: 

Learning Express 

Transparent Language Online (byki) 
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http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpresslibrary?AuthToken=A1DBD5C9-049D-4905-9051-F7883E36CF6E
http://library.transparent.com/palmbeachfl/game/modern/login

