
made over the last 

year and be proud of 

who we are now. 

 

This year has been 

full of memories that 
I will carry with me 

for the rest of my 
life. I can’t wait to 

share them with 

others! 

 

Have a safe and 

wonderful summer! 

Shannon 

Before anything, I 

have to thank my 
students and our 
libraries for making 

my year  with 
Literacy AmeriCorps 

Palm Beach County 
special. In just over 

200 classes of 
English Exchange, I 

met almost 400 
students from  more 
than 50 countries. 

As I learned about 
them, they truly 

inspired me to never 
stop working toward 

my goals.  

 

Throughout our 
sessions, we shared 

o u r  d i f f e r e n t 
cultures and made 

new friendships that 

will last a lifetime. 
Every day, my 
students taught me 

something new and 
gave me an idea of 

what their countries 
are like. Through 

their stories, I 
traveled the world 

without leaving 

Florida. 

 

This is an experience 

that has allowed me 
to grow as a person 

while expanding my 
worldview. It has 

changed me and I 
am a better person 
for it. I hope that all 

of us can look at the 
progress we have 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Adult Essay 

Showcase: 

Margaret Burns 

2 

Adult Essay 

Showcase: 

Mary Ivory 
 

Paulette 

Francois 
 

Maria Sanchez- 

Schildhorn 

 

3 

Fun in the Sun: 

Summer 

Activity Ideas 

4 

In the Spotlight: 

Christine 

Reoven & 

Phyllis Ramirez 

5 

How Much Do 

You Know 

About Florida? 

6 

Resources 7 

Career Goal 

Award Program 

8 

SUMMER 2017 

Between Us 
P A L M  B E A C H  C O U N T Y  L I B R A R Y  S Y S T E M  A D U L T  L I T E R A C Y  P R O J E C T  

A Year of Memories 

Lantana Road Branch English Exchange 
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If you had asked me this 
question a few years ago, I would 
ask myself if I would be able to 
learn and will I find teachers that 
have patience? All of these 
questions were going through 
mind. After raising my children 
and helping with my 2 grand and 
6 great grandchildren, my 
grandson said Grandma, why 
don’t you know little words? I 
never looked at the whole word. 
One little change can change the 
whole meaning of a word. I 
always wanted to write a book 
and help my daughter open a big 
day care and have fun reading 
the books to the kids in her day 
care. I want to thank my tutor. 
She is one of the best teachers I 
ever had. She has patience and 
her voice never changes. My tutor 
Janice Blumenthal and I want to 
thank the Adult Literacy Project 
for giving me the opportunity to 
work towards my GED and giving 
me one of the best teachers in the 

program. I said I was afraid to believe that I could get my GED. I thought 
something was wrong with me and she made me believe that I felt like it 
was glass ceiling over my head and I couldn’t crack it. The ceiling has been 
cracked and I feel myself going through the ceiling. My teacher made me 
feel the sky is the limit. I can see myself with my GED in my hand in the 
next 5 years. 

Margaret Burns, Adult Literacy Project Honoree 

 

Margaret and Janice meet for lessons at the Hagen Ranch Road Branch. 

The Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County sponsors the Annual 

Adult Essay Showcase. This event celebrates adult learners across 
the county. The School District of Palm Beach County’s Department 
of Adult & Community Education provided funds for a student 

reception held at the Palm Beach Airport Hilton. Here are a few of 

this year’s submissions from Adult Literacy Project students. 

 

 TOPIC: “Describe your life five years from now.” 

Adult Essay Showcase 

B E T W E E N  U S  

Thank you to our 

students who 

submitted an essay! 

Margaret Burns 

Paulette Francois 

Alphoncine Garcon 

Mary Ivory 

Susie M. Lane 

Christine Reoven 

Violetta Reznichenko 

Maria Schildhorn 

Junior Thomas 

 

 

 

Many thanks to our  

tutors who help our 

students accomplish 

their goals! 

 

Janice Blumenthal 

Lois Grumet 

Janis Holden 

Elayne Adams 

Susan Miles 

Phyllis Ramirez 

Lynn Martin 

Joan Mueller 

Bill Painter 

Janice Blumenthal and Margaret 
Burns enjoy time together at the Love 

of Literacy Luncheon 



You are looking at a woman with strong faith which will not fail me. 

I keep going forward in the Word of God. I plan to learn more about new technology systems in 
this five year plan to help mold our children in many different ways and doing different things. 

My breakthrough with education has brought me to a point in life to help promote and inspire 
others to be at a much higher level and a better lifestyle. You can be as a lion and not live like a 
slave for years, but not know how to elevate yourself in life to help others. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson said: “We do not count a man’s years until he has nothing else to count.” 
Therefore I say from the pulpit to the kitchen, I believe I will be able to find my comfort zone in 
this walk of life five years from now. 

I always try to be a good citizen in life. Therefore I look forward to being successful. I learned to 
make myself happy. That’s where success is possible in every man. 

Mary Ivory  

Mary meets her tutor, Elayne Adams, at the Gardens Branch. 
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Five years from now, my goal is to get married and have my own business and travel all over 

the world with my future husband. I also want to be closer to God because he’s the one who’s 

giving me the courage to do what I have to do. And I would also love to maintain my relation-

ship with my children and grandchildren. I’d like to receive my GED because in life you’re nev-

er too old to learn. I would like to continue my education because I want to better myself. I 

want to have a better life than what I have now. The only way for me to have a better life is to 

have a better education. 

Paulette Francois 

Paulette meets her tutor, Lois Grumet, at the Lantana Road Branch.  

In my life in 5 years, I’ll continue my English study.  I have been studying this important and 
interesting language for some years in the libraries. I always wish to continue more English  
practice each day, because it is important and necessary to speak well in work situations. It is 
important to have good communication in English.  If in the future I speak good English, I will feel 
better in groups and in my personal life too. 

For me the English language is part of my future wishes. This inspires me to reach goals to do or 
study other things related to my job for maybe someday I can do volunteer work to help someone. 

Someday in the future maybe I can go traveling with my husband to know Paris and other 
countries in Europe. This wish is to trust in God to have good health to do it and to enjoy my 
future years. My teacher Joleen Taylor had patience with me. I appreciate her time dedicated to 
me. Joan Marie Mueller, who was my first teacher, is with me again. 

To all my teachers, I give them my sincere thanks. 

Maria Sanchez-Schildhorn 

Maria meets with her tutor, Joan-Marie Mueller, at the Spanish River Library.  
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Fun in the Sun 

B E T W E E N  U S  

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center 

Enjoy aquariums with tropical 
fish, find different kinds of 
butterflies, and learn about 

Florida’s sea turtles! 

1801 North Ocean Boulevard 

Boca Raton, FL 33432  

(561) 544-8605 

In Palm Beach County, you don’t have to travel very far 

to find something fun to do! Below is a list of activities 

that are great for all ages. The best part?  

They are FREE! 

Palm Beach Photographic 
Centre 

Interested in photography? This 
free museum has exhibitions 

from around the world! 

415 Clematis St. 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401  

(561) 253-2600 

The Richard and Pat Johnson 
Palm Beach County History 

Museum 

This museum was originally a 
courthouse in West Palm Beach. 
Inside you can learn all about the 

history of our county! 

300 N. Dixie Highway 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401  

(561) 832-4164 

Loggerhead Marine Life 
Center 

This center works to save 
wildlife in the ocean, especially 
the sea turtles! On Thursday, the 

aquarium has special events. 

14200 U.S. Highway One 
Juno Beach, FL 33408  

(561) 627-8280 

Manatee Lagoon 

Manatee Lagoon is a center 
dedicated to teach others about 

this endangered species. All 
parking and admission is free.  

6000 N. Flagler Drive, West 

Palm Beach, FL  

(561) 626-2833 

The Beach 

Palm Beach County is 

the proud location of 

almost 50 miles of 

beaches. Pack a picnic 

and enjoy a day in the 

sun!  
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When asked to describe her student, a word that continued to reoccur to Phyllis 

Ramirez was passion. During their time as a student-tutor team, Christine Reoven has 
demonstrated her passion for life and learning. Christine’s bright smile combined with 

Phyllis’ love of teaching and learning makes for a team that has developed into a strong 

bond and an atmosphere that fosters success.  

Their shared enthusiasm for learning has 
connected the team. In fact, Christine’s 

strong passion for education and her desire 
to improve her English skills led her to the 
Adult Literacy Project. After almost a year 

and a half in Florida, Christine decided to 
walk into the office and begin the interview 

process as soon as possible. Luckily, Phyllis 
showed up at the same office within the 

same month, asking about opportunities to 
tutor. “Once a teacher, always a teacher,” 

Phyllis said with a smile. In the past, Phyllis 
has taught in a New York elementary school 
and at a school on a military base abroad, 

and has used these experiences to not only 
teach her pupils, but to learn from them as 

well.  

“We are always learning,” Phyllis said. In 

their sessions, they do not only continue 
working on the Challenger Adult Reading series, but they relate the topics to real-life 

situations and speak to each other about experiences, future goals, and other everyday 
topics, like the use of technology. These informal conversations have allowed the two 

women to grow as an excellent student-tutor team and as friends. Now, they can 
support each other “She gives me confidence,” Christine said about her tutor. “She 

always tells me, ‘give yourself a chance!’ She lets me learn from my mistakes, too.”  

In the future, Christine would like to use her previous experience in the banking world 

to get a job with a non-profit organization as a fundraiser. For now, Phyllis and 
Christine continue sharing stories, opinions, and the knowledge of their different 

cultures with each other. 

In the Spotlight  
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Free Reading and pre-GED Help for Adult Students 

Find out more! 

(561) 894-7510 

We need volunteers, too! 

Christine Reoven and Phyllis Ramirez meet for 

their session at the Hagen Ranch Road Library. 
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B E T W E E N  U S  

1. On July 4th, the United States celebrates 
___________ Day. 

2. The first day of summer is _________ 21st. 

3. The _________ temperature in Florida was 
101° F in 1942. 

4. Florida is also known as the _________ State. 

5.  _________ season runs from June 1 to 
November 30. 

6. Palm Beach County has more ________ 
courses than any other county in the 
country. 

7. There are 1,200 ________ of sand beaches in 
Florida. 

8. When there is a _________ flag at the beach, 

it means that there is dangerous marine life 

there. 

9. St. Augustine is the _________ city in the 

United States.  

10.There are 42 __________ connecting the 

Florida Keys.  

Complete the sentences below using the word bank to 

learn about summertime in Florida.  

Word Bank 

June  

oldest 

Hurricane 

Independence 

golf 

purple 

bridges 

miles 

Sunshine 

hottest 
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Practice makes perfect! We recommend the following applications and 
websites to help you practice reading, writing, and listening in English.  

If you enjoy listening to music, 
LyricsTraining.com is the 
website for you! On this website, 
the lyrics to the songs are 
written at the bottom, but there 
are some gaps. To complete the 
song, you need to write or choose 

the correct word 
before time runs 
out! These 
games are 
available in 12 
different 

languages. 

Memrise is a 
fast-growing 
mobile 
language 
learning 
platform. It 
combines 
technology and entertaining 
content in order to make 
language learning fun, effective 
and accessible for all. The app 
offers courses to learn dozens of 
languages. The app is free to 
download and is available on 

both iOS and Android. 

 

ESLpuzzles.com is a free website that has hundreds of puzzles and 
worksheets for you to practice English phonics, grammar, and 

vocabulary.  

More resources and websites for learning available at: 

http://www.pbclibrary.org/services/adult-literacy-project 

ESL    Puzzles 
 

ESL materials for Educators of English 

http://www.lyricstraining.com
http://www.eslpuzzles.com
http://www.pbclibrary.org/services/adult-literacy-project


Thank you for your generous support! 
Many Thanks! 

English 
Exchange will 

be back in 

September. 

Be on the 
lookout at 

your library! 

Editor: Shannon Wolverton 

Library Literacy Friends is a group of volunteers, students and other 

interested citizen advocates committed to the continuation of the Palm Beach 

County Library’s Adult Literacy Project and to the elimination of illiteracy in 

Palm Beach County and is supported totally by the contributions of its members 

and friends.  

LIBRARY LITERACY FRIENDS, INC.  

PALM BEACH COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM ADULT LITERACY PROJECT  

HAGEN RANCH ROAD BRANCH LIBRARY  

14350 HAGEN RANCH ROAD, DELRAY BEACH, FL 33446  

561-894-7510  

CAREER GOAL AWARD PROGRAM  

Let’s congratulate our new  

U.S. Citizens! 

Gladys Munoz 

Maria Sanchez-Schildhorn 

Tsippi Yaacov 

Students can get up to $100 

reimbursement for  

Licenses, Certifications, and U.S. 

Citizenship.  

Call the Volunteer Desk  

to learn more about the program.  

561-894-7510  


