
The Sun Sets on Another AmeriCorps Year 

BETWEEN US 

As the saying goes, “we are led to those who help us most to grow, if we let 

them.”  After this year, I believe this 100%.  There is no denying it, this year 

has been an amazing experience for me.  I have seen my students’             

confidence in their use of the English Language grow.  I cannot thank my         

students enough for all they have taught me.  I have learned about many 

different countries.  I have learned how to be a good teacher.  I  have made 

some great friendships and memories over the last 9 months.  I look forward 

to this coming year and the challenges that it will bring, but my English      

Exchange students will always have my heart.  More than 400 students from 

53 different countries and speaking 27 language participated this year. 

Though I am sad to be leaving my classes, I am confident that this is not a 

goodbye, but a see you later.  I won’t be far down the road, so I will be sure 

to stop by and say hi! 

       - Tim 
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Adult Essay Contest 

Every year the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County sponsors The Adult Essay Contest.  This event  celebrates  

adult learners throughout the County.  The School District of Palm Beach County’s Dept. of Adult & Community 

Education provided funds for the student reception.  Here are a few of this year’s submissions from Adult Literacy 

Project students.   

What is your favorite holiday and why? 

From Left to Right: Peggy Smith, Marceline Aridou, Mary 

Ivory, Kathleen Murphy, Elayne Adams,  

Evelyn Seidenberg, Aguillard Sanchez 

Pictured at the back table: Jan Hamilton and Susie Lane Guarn Sims, Dir. of Adult & Community Education 

Aguillard Sanchez, Honoree 

Kristin Calder, CEO Literacy Coalition PBC 

I don’t have a favorite holiday. Birthdays are just a number.  I am glad to wake up and see the sunshine.  On 

Martin Luther King’s day I listened to his speeches on the radio.  It is my favorite holiday.  This day I can cele-

brate by myself.  It makes me feel more proud.  And February is black history month.  I enjoy reading about 

Frederick Douglas and Harriet Tubman.  I am interested in learning more about slavery and civil rights, par-

ticularly since I am a black man I want to know more about my heritage.  I’ve learned the black man was 

brought here from Africa against his will.  I also learned about the struggle coming out of slavery and recon-

struction.  I learned what it means to be a free man and a citizen of the United States.  Why I feel M. L. K.’s 

Day is a special holiday for me because I remember in Louisiana in 1965 what happened at my school.  During 

desegregation, on the bus to a new school the bus was blocked.  White adults made a human barricade and 

tried to turn over the bus.  They threw bricks through the window.  I was about 9 years old.  I felt their hatred.  

Another holiday that was spoiled for me was July 4th.  When I was 12 years old my family went on a 4th of July 

picnic.  The police came and abruptly began beating people with clubs.  Martin Luther King fought bigotry.  

That’s why his day is my favorite holiday. 

Essay Submission by Aguillard Sanchez 

Aguillard was chosen as the Adult Literacy Project’s honoree.  He is from New Orleans, Louisiana 

and has been with the program since 2011.  Aguillard meets with his tutor, Evelyn Seidenberg, at the 

Boynton Beach City Library.    
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In 1954 when I was 10 the first sign of Christmas was my family getting ready to cook all the delicious food. 

My mother and grandmother would cook chicken, bacon, sausage, chitlings and pork ribs all this from animals we 

raised. 

Our veggies were fresh from the garden all types of peas, greens, okra, sweet potatoes and rice. 

Mother and grandmother teamed up to make the desserts.  Pound cakes, coconut cakes, chocolate cakes, sweet 

potato pies and Waldorf salad. 

My grandmother and uncles went out to the woods to cut down the Christmas tree and brought it home and we 

all decorated the tree with paper ornaments we made.  One Christmas we received knitted hats and caps but no 

toys.  When the neighbors heard that, they brought us so many toys that I will never forget that Christmas morn-

ing.  It turned from a sad to a joyful day I will always remember. 

My parents and grandparents kept us together.  We miss them. Today we try to keep the Christmas tradition of 

family for my favorite holiday, Christmas. 

Essay Submission by Mary Ivory 

Mary has been with the Adult Literacy Project since 2014 and is from Selma, Alabama.  Her tutor is Elayne 

Adams. The team meets at the Gardens Branch. 

I have celebrated a lot of different holidays each year but Thanksgiving is my favorite one. 

Thanksgiving is a special time when I do not have to go to work after working on the same job for twenty years. 

When I first came to America my friends told me about this special holiday, they told me Thanksgiving was the 

time when the pilgrims first came to America, it was a time when they gave thanks to God reflecting on his good-

ness, and also thanking him for all his blessings upon their lives and for all the things God had brought them 

through. 

The reason why I celebrate Thanksgiving because it’s a time when my family come together and have a lot of fun, 

cooking some of my favorite meals, curry goat, curry chicken, oxtail and also the big bird turkey, and many more 

goodies.  We also take time out to give God thanks for his blessings upon our family and also the rest of the 

world.  And so I continue to look forward to my favorite holiday each year. 

Essay Submission by William Lewis 

Bill is from Jamaica and has been with the Adult Literacy Project since 2011.  His tutor is Jane Halley.  The 

team meets at the West Boynton Beach Branch. 

Thank you to everyone who submitted an essay! 

Maria Andrade * Marceline Aridou * Alphoncine Garcon * Mary Ivory * Susie Lane * Coleen Lawrence  

 William Lewis * Sheila Rampaul  * Aguillard Sanchez *  Maylee Shanbron 

And thank you to all of the tutors who help our students succeed!       

Veronica Perry * Peggy Smith * Janis Holden * Elayne Adams * Jan Hamilton  *  Joan Mueller  

Jane Halley  * Nancy Kashman * Evelyn Seidenberg * Renee Nadel 
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Can you travel from  

Tallahassee to West Palm 

Beach in this Florida Maze?  

Give it a try!  

What can I do in Florida in Summer! 
Use the words in the list below to complete the sentence. 

1. You can go to            , the home of Harry Potter! 

2. You can go to            , the home of Mickey Mouse! 

3. You can go to             and drive through an African  

     Safari! 

4. You can go to the     and enjoy the water and sand! 

5. You can get ready for            , which is from June to  

    November! 

6. You can go        and see some beautiful fish in the ocean! 

7. You can go to            , the southernmost point in the 

     continential USA! 

8. You can go             at the beach or in a pool! 

9. You can go to the             and see alligators and  

     crocodiles in the wild! 

10. You can go             on Peanut Island! 

11. You can visit a new city, like            ! 

12. You can go to the             and do some summer  

      reading! 

camping  

Lion Country Safari 

snorkeling  

Key West 

Everglades  

library 

St. Augustine 

swimming 

Hurricane Season 

beach 

Universal Studios 

Disney World 

Word Bank 
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In the Spotlight 

When asked how tutoring has helped him, Ismeal Rios stated that he now “starts to see things differently.” His    

tutor, Carolyn Segal, agreed, saying that he is starting to ask a lot of questions during their meetings. Ismeal and 

Carolyn have been together since November meeting at the Lantana Road Branch. Learning to read and write later 

in life is not easy. “I am doing everything that students in America do in 6 or 7 years,” Ismeal said when asked 

about the challenges he faces during tutoring. Ismeal is currently 

working in the produce department at Winn Dixie. He hopes that 

one day he will be able to be the manager of the department. 

“They need to be able to depend on me,” and that is why he really 

works to learn to read and write. “When I am at home, I don’t sit. 

I try to read something. I push myself,” he said. Carolyn only had 

good things to say about Ismeal, calling him “wonderfully moti-

vated.” They have made great progress in the short time that they 

have been together. Carolyn said that there are many times when 

they get  together, Ismeal is so eager to learn that they stay longer 

than they intended. As she said, it is not a process that someone 

can understand in 6 months. It is something that takes time. You 

have to ask questions. You have to keep  working. Sometimes you 

need to start from the beginning, which Carolyn and Ismeal are 

not afraid to do. Once you understand the basic, you can under-

stand the more complex things.  They did offer some words of 

advice to tutors and students– learn in context. Ismeal said he 

learns the most when he brings in letters that are sent to him that 

he cannot understand. This provides something to build off of, 

and gives a purpose to learn. Ismeal has come a long way and they 

continue to be a happy and productive team!  

Ismeal Rios 

CAREER GOAL AWARD PROGRAM 
 

Congratulations Orienta Bennett for completing 

“Phlebotomy for Professional Enhancement” 

and to her tutor Kathy Mardambek. 

 

Students can get up to $100 reimbursement for  

Licenses, Certifications, and U.S. Citizenship. 
 

Take a moment to call the Volunteer Desk 

 to learn more about the program. 

561-894-7510  
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Check in With the Glades! 

Hello Everyone, 
I am Woodley, and I am a student of English Exchange. It 
is a pleasure for me to talk about what makes my English 
better and uplifting today. English Exchange became one 
my favorite place to go since I have been in the U.S, so I 
guess everybody has a favorite place to do something that 
they really do like. It is my favorite because English Ex-
change is where I feel I am myself in sharing my opinions 
with others. I love it. Every Thursday Ms. Elizabeth has 
new and compelling subjects for us to interact with. We 
also have a book club where we have to respond and an-
swer in regard to our understanding of the reading which is 
a wonderful way to acquire knowledge. Finally I love Eng-
lish Exchange for making me confident in myself in this 
language. I love English Exchange because knowing that I 
am going to learn something new. 
Woodley Augustin 

I am thankful for all the help I had during the past 
two years with the English Exchange program. I 
appreciate all the help and dedication that Elizabeth 
Braunworth, our teacher, gave to us. She  was the 
best and inspired the class to improve and learn 
more. 

It was a great experience especially with reading 
books. That was a wonderful goal for us. Thanks to 
all the classmates in English Exchange. We learn 
from each other about our cultures and experiences. 

Checira (Checy) Howard 

One day my friend told me about English Exchange at the 
library. When I came to this lesson, I was very happy be-
cause I made new good friends from different countries, 
customs, and backgrounds. We were practicing English 
with a lot of fun games, reading stories and newspapers 
seeing films, listening to songs, and discussing important 
subjects. We enjoyed making parties too. 

I started to learn English better, because of our beautiful 
and understandable teacher Elizabeth Braunworth. Who 
made our lessons very fun, easy, and amusing! She helped 
us with special projects too. Thank you Elizabeth for help-
ing me with my citizenship and thank you Brenda Gon-
zalez (our assistant teacher) and to all my friends for being 
in my life. Riyad Abushukar 

(Left to Right) Woodley Augustin, Elizabeth Braun-
worth, Riyad Abushukar, Checira Howard, and  

Cristopher G. 

(Left to Right, Back to Front) Maria Gonzalez, Rosa 
Lara, Maria Prieto,  Berny Ruiz, Gabriela Robles, 

Fabiola Arredonda, Itza Hidalgo, Cande Hernandez, 
Eva Perez, Zenaida Rojas, and Elizabeth Braun-

worth at the Pahokee Branch.  

Congratulations  

to Elizabeth Braunworth for receiving her Master’s 

Degree  in Library and Information Science from  

Florida State University.  As she begins her new role 

as a Children’s Librarian at the Main Library, we 

wish her every success.  Elizabeth will be missed by 

students, tutors and staff alike. Don’t forget us, 

Elizabeth. Stay in touch!   
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Celebrating 10 years of  English Exchange! 

This year we celebrate 10 years of 

English Exchange! The Palm 

Beach County  Library System 

hosted three parties to celebrate 

the accomplishment. Students 

had a chance to share their ex-

perience in the program and to 

meet students from different lo-

cations.  Some of the students’ 

projects were on display for their 

friends and family to see. Here’s 

to ten great years and many years 

to come!  

The Main, Greenacres, Lantana Road, and Royal Palm Beach Branches came together for a party at the Main Library.  37 

students from 9  countries speaking 3 different languages (Creole, Polish, and Spanish) attended!  

The West Boca and Glades 

Road Branches had their 

party together.  28 stu-

dents from 12 countries 

speaking 6 languages had 

fun sharing their memo-

ries from the year. One 

student has been with us 

for 7 years! For some this 

was their first class!   

The Pahokee Branch English Exchange students 
have made wonderful progress in their English 
language class this year. This group had only a 
very basic understanding of the language. 
Thanks to hard work and dedication, the stu-
dents have made great strides! 

Brenda Gonzalez (Assistant Teacher), 
Gabriela Robles, Berny Ruiz, Elizabeth Braun-
worth (Adult Literacy Coordinator), Fabiola 
Arredonda, Zenaida Rojas, and Anna Arre-
donda. 



Many thanks for your support!   

Free Reading and pre-GED Help 

for Adult Students 

Find out more!  

(561) 894-7510 

We need volunteers too!  

English Exchange 

will be back in September! 

New teacher, different classes, but the  

 same old friends!  

Look for the new flyer in a library near you! 

Use your library card to explore these websites: 

Learning Express 

Transparent Language Online (byki) 

Other resources for learning available at:  

http://www.pbclibrary.org/services/adult-literacy-project 

Editor: Tim Bowman 

Have a safe and fun summer!  

Puzzle Answers: 

1. Universal Studios 

2. Disney World 

3. Lion Country Safari 

4. beach 

5. Hurricane Season 

 

 

Does your student want to learn about something but you don’t know where to find resources? 

Try QUIZLET for free! Search for topics and you will have a source of flashcards and tests/guides for free!                         

Go to https://quizlet.com/   

 

Thank you for a 

great night at the 

theatre!  

12. Library 

6.     snorkeling 

7.     Key West 

8.     swimming 

9.     Everglades 

10.   camping 

11.   St. Augustine 

http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpresslibrary?AuthToken=A1DBD5C9-049D-4905-9051-F7883E36CF6E
http://library.transparent.com/palmbeachfl/game/modern/login
https://quizlet.com/

